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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pa, and read prayvers.

QUESTION—COLLIE WATER SUPPLY,
CONTOUR PLAN.

Mr, WILSON asked the Minister for
Works: Will he Jay upon the Table of the
House a litho. plan giving the contour of
the land that will be submerged when the
Collie weir is compleied and the dam Alled
with water?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
Yes. I shall now lay the papers on the
Tabhle.

QUESTION—PUBLIC SERVICE,
NOTICES OF DISMISSAL.

Mr. MILLINGTON asked the Premier:
How many permanent or temperary om-
ployvees in public departments, ineluding
the Agricultural Bank, who have attained,
or are shortiy te reach, 21 years of age,
have been given notice, or are to be given
notice, that their services are no longer
required?

The PREMIER replied:
partment—Paid off: Wages Staf 57,
Salaried Staff 70. TUnder notice: Wages
Staff 2, Salarvied Staff 2. Other Depari-
ments—Paid off, or now under netice, nil.

Railway De-

QUESTION—TRAMWAY CARS.

Mr. RAPHAEL asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Are there a number of cars
completed at dMidland Junction workshops,
except for the motors? 2, Ts it a faet
that a firm offered the Government
eredit  for twelve months respecting
the purchase of motors? 3, Are the
department aware of the overcrowding of
cars already in unse? 4, Is it intended to
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allow the cars at Midlapd Junction to re-
main out of use wuch longer?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, The Department are not
aware of any sueh offer. 3, Yes, at cer-
tain periods of the day as is customary
with tramway undertakings the world over.
4, The matter is now under consideration.

QUESTION—RAILWAY, YUNA
EXTENSION.

My, PATRICK asked the Premier: 1,
Has the Railway Advisory Board yet re-
ported on the proposed extension of the
Yuna railway? 2, Is it his intention to lay
the report wpon the Tahle of the Houze?

The PREMTER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes.

QUESTION—WYNDHAM MEAT
WORKS.

Mr. COVERLEY asked the Premier: 1,
Has any offer been received for the pur-
ehase of the Wyndham Meat Works? 2,
1f so0, from whom?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, Ans-
wered by No. 1.
QUESTION—WHEAT CARTING
SUBSIDY.
Mr. PATRICK asked the Premier:

When dealing with the cuestion of grant-
ing a subsidy for wheat carting to settlers
a tong distance from railways, will the
clnims of Balla and Dartmoor settlers he
considered ?

The PREMIER replied: The matter will
he considered.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Sieth Day.

Debate resnmed from the previons day.

MR. ANGELO (Gascovne) [4.37]:
There is no mention of the North-West or
of the North in the Governor's Speech. T
do not hear cries of “Shame,” nor do 1
complain at the omission. On the principle
that deeds are more worthy than words, I
aive the Government my thanks for having
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directed their attention to the North fo the
extent they have done during the last 12
months.

Mr.
done.

Mr. ANGELO: We had the privilege of
visits to most parts of the North by three
members of the Government—the Chief
Secretary (Hon. €. F. Baxter), the Minister
for Railways (Hon. J. Scaddan), and the
Minister for Lands {Hon. (. G. Latham).
Faeh prosecuted extensive inquiries as
to our conditions and difficulties. I had
the pleasure, in the first instance, of accom-
panying the Chief Sceretary over portien of
his trip. He ealled at two ports in my elec-
torate, and met representatives ot the peo-
ple, ascertained our wants, sympathised with
our troubles, and

Hon. J. C. Willeock : Did nothing.

Mr. ANGELO: gained  eonsiderable
knowledge that has heen valuable to kim ever
since. T had the pleasure of meeting the
Minister for Railways at Carnarvon, wherg
he also met representative residents. Unfor-
tunately his depurtments do not eoncern us
to any great extent. He did somethingy for
our unemployed, of whom we have not
many, That was the extent of his activities.
I trust, however, that hefore long the Min-
ister will be invited to our distriet to turn
on the first oil gusher at Wooramel. T also
had the honour of driving the Minister for
Lands through my eleetorate, s e comes
so closely in touch, through his department,
with the people of the North, partienlarly
the wool growers, his visit was probably the
most important of all. T an glad that the

Coverlev: Tell us what they have

Minister was able to satisfy  himszelf that
what representatives of the northern con-
stituenges, where pastoral inferests pre-
dominate, told him last yemr was
quite  trme.  We  informed t*the Minister

on that occasion that the pastoralists had
not wasted their money during good times
by spending it extravagantly, but that at
least 90 per cent. of their profits had heen
devoted to developing their stations. Dur-
ing the Minister’s visit he saw comfortahle
homes throughout my district, commodious
wool sheds and shearers’ quarters, thousands
of miles of good fencing with suitable gates,
many of which he had to open himself as
we drove along, some hundreds of windmills
and tanks, numbers of artesian hores with
drains through which the water was flowing
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for miles, and pipes in all divections whers
water was not so plentiful. I think he was
particularly struck by the number of per-
manent water supplies established by the
settlers. They were not dams such as are
tc be seen in the South-West, but large
sheets of water a hundred vards or so square
with a depth of 15 feet or more. T am surve
the JMlinister was quirte safisfied that the
pastovalists have carried out their obliga-
tions to the Government and have looked
after not only their own interests but the
Crown land leased to them by the State for
razing purposes. 1 am glad that Alr,
Camm, the Surveyor General, whe is also
chairman of the Appraisement Board, ac-
companied the Minister.  In my opinion,
the pastoralists have improved their stations
very eomsidetably and have heen enabled to
carry more stock than ever before,  Bni
those people, to a eertain extent, have been
pennlized hecause of the money they have
spent.  Perbaps M. Camm will view ths
position in a diffeent light when futarve ve-
appraisement: are undertaken, and will he
sympathetieally inclined towards the pas-
toraliats who have developed their stations
by the ecxpenditure of profits they have
earned. -

Mr. Coverley:
do vour refer?

To what reappraisements

Mr. Angelo: To those in my district.

My, Coverlexy: T thounght that vents were
fixed on the price of wool?

Mr. ANGELO: That is so, but what T
refer to will come later on. T was glad, too,
that Mr. MeLarty, the Managing Trustee of
the Agricaltural Banlk, was included in the
Minister for Rallways' party, hecause whei
funds at the disposal of the hank ave more
plentiful than at present, the hank may he
able to render assistance in speeding up in-
dustry, especially in the Gascoyne electorate,
where efforts are heing made to eunltivate
tropical fruits. It is the practice of mem-
hers representing nortlern constituencies, ia
common with members representing other
parts of the State, to say something about
their distriets, the conditions that obtain,
and the hardships the scttlers have to en-
dure. T do not intend to adopt that course
on this oecasion, for the simple reason that
the Government receutly appointed an Ad-
visory Committee, the members of which
are inquiving inte all such matters, and will
probably  subnit  recommendations to the
Government asz to bow the intevests of the
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North ean best be served and its industries
developed, so that the unpenpled areas
may be more satisfactorily settled. I am
rlad to seec the member for Rochourne
(Mr. Chureh) in the House. I first
met him 40 vear: ago in Rochourne. He
has already told memhers some of the dis-
advantages under which pastoralistz have heen
labouring during rvecent vears. But I think
members knew that for themselves. Since
this debate =started I have heard many
opinions expressed as to whether the State
had reached the hottom of its troubles,
whether the depression had touched zero,
and whether or net we were again on the
up-grade. I have heard some members sax
they conzider the depression is over, while
vthers have held the pessimistic view that
we have not yet rcached the worst. Fou
invself I think we have touched bettom, but
that the extent of our upward progress must
depend on the prices of waeol and wheat. 1
was delighted to see in yesterday's news-
paper that hoth those important produects
of ours are on the up-grade. We all hope
the npward tendeney will eontinue until we
reach that stage where the producers of
wool and wheat can make a profit from theiv
labours. But we must not depend alto-
gether on the future, not be altogether satiz-
fied to expect as good a time as we hope to
have. In my view it is our dutr to make
every possible effort to produee as much as
we can, and get as much for our production
as we possibly ean. Ounly the other dax, 12
u city offiee, T was struck by a motto on the
wall, “In times of depression one must run
as fast ax he can to stop where ke is.” That
is what we have to do, to vun as fast as we
can, to work as fast as we ean, and to find
as good markets as we possibly can, It is
an that subject T am going to hase the few
remarks T intend to make this afternoon. I
want to give members—they alveady know
a grood deal about it—a litfle more informa-
fion and get them a little more interested in
the possibilities of Western Australia ex-
ploiting and faking advantage of what T
am satisfied will he our hesi market in the
future, namely, the expansion of our trade
with the Near East. I was fortunate enough
io he permitted to take a few extracts from
a letter which was szent hy a resident of
Singapore to a business house in Perth. I
eannot divulge the name of the writer, for
his letter i= eonfideniial and he holds a very
responsible position in Singapore, so it
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would never do for his name to be known
publicly. But I can assure the House he 13
n man whose work can be relied upon, a
man who knows Australia, including West-
ern Australia, very well, and who for many
vears has held a high position in Malaya.
This is what he writes—

The subjeet of frade between Malaya and
Australin has always interested me consider-
ably and also astonished me. I have been as-
toundud that Australinn goods are not better
represented in this market, and T gather as
the result of extensive inquiry that bad mar-
keting is to blame. T have cxpressed this
view to various Australians who have called
at this office, cither officially or personally, to
make inquiries on the same subject, and T
have, 1 think, managed to convinee them that
the British exporters are considerably behind
the Amerieans in madern marketing methods,
and the Australinns are pathetically behind the
British. The quality of the goods is never in
dispute, nor is the priee, and at present, with
the rate of exchange very sharply against
America, this e¢ountry should present a very
profitable field for your exporters . .. The
market for meat and flour is a growing one,
as the Asiatie is slowly but surely tending to
inelude those articles in his diet to the exelu-
sion of rice.

I particularly want members to note that.
This gentleman says—

The market for iheat and flour is a growing
one, as the Asiatic iz slowly bat surely tend-

ing to inelude those articles in his diet to the
exclusion of rice.

We are told every day that the nafives do
not eat meat and do not want fiour. But
here we have an undoubted authority assur-
ing us it is not so.

Mr, Sleeman: On a point of order, is the
hon. member in order in quoting a letter
withont placing it on the Table? It is not
of much value as evidence unless placed on
the Table, where we ean vead it and see the
name of the writer.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it a letter sent to a
private individual?

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, Sir.

AMr. SPEAXER: Have you anv objection
to its being placed on the Table?

Ar. ANGELO: There is no name on the
copy, so I will place it on the Table.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
quife in order im reading the letier withont
plaeing it on the Tahle.

Mir. ANGELO: Tt is a private letter. T
am delivchted that members shonld he taking
<o much interest in the subject.

Mr. Sleeman: I want to know if the evi-
dence it rontains is correct.
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Mr. ANGELO: If vou like, T will swear
it is all right. The letter continues—

Dairy produce should supply another profit-
able field, as there is very little produced in
this eountry. Fruits, partiendarly tinned
fruits, are consumed in large quantities, and
this trade is almost exclusively Americau,
Jams come largely from Great Britain, Faney
vegetables in tins also come largely from
America, and to a slight cxtent from Great
Britain. Australin produces all these things
in large quantities, she is near, she has coun-
siderable benefit in exchange over America
at the present time, and yet I assure you that
if I went out this merning to try to buy a
few ting of Australian fruit, jamg and veget-
ables T should have to scarch for nan hour or
more before 1 found them. Tf I wanted
American or British products T ecould obtain
them by the case in n few minutes.

Now just another smull exeerpt from this
letter, which T will iax on the Table if neces-
sary—

As vou kuow, there is a very large com-
pany already existing in Singapore for the
supply of such goods, but it is my private
opinion, offered in confidence, that traders in
Woestern Aunstralia would find very little diffi-
eulty in offering fruit, vegetables, dairy pro-
ducts, ete, at prices whieh would bhe very
attractive in comparisen with those at present
charged. When I wrote you last I think I
suggested that the price was not the primary
consideration. T still believe that to be the
case, largely because the present suppliers of
refrigerated goods are not altogether popular,
and o considerable section of the local public
would welcome an alternative scurce of
supply.

All those who have heen te Singapore realise
that the firm referred to is the Singapore
Cold Storage Co., Ltd. T should like to
guote a few of the prices listed in their lat-
est printed catalogue.  Before doing so, I
may say the freight by the State bouat on
meats and similar products is only one hali-
penny per lb. That will give some idea of
the profit this company, this huge monopoly,
i making in the trade that should be ours.
‘I have brought these prices from dollars and
cents. fo our Australian ewrreney, and T may
say the exchange rate, which is eonsiderably
in our favour and against these prices, is
not taken into consideration. For chine of
beef the price is 83d. per Ih., rib roast 1s. 1d.
per lh, sirloin 1s. 5d., rump steak 1s. 7id,
fillet steak 2s. 13d., dripping 9.id., shounlder
of mutton 104., mutton chops 11d., legs 1s.
3d., loins 1s. Gd., loin chops 1s. Gd., lamb, leg
1. 73d., shoulder 1s. 5d. These, of course,
are retail prices. Pork loin is 1s. 10%d.
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per lb. and fllets 2s. For hams the price
is 2s. 8d. per lb. for ihe whole ham, but if
vou want if cut into halves von pay 2s, 11d.
Bavon rashers 2s. 4d., streaky rashers 1s.
10id,, sausages s, ad.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Who ents fat meat
ap there?  There is no market for fat weat,

Mr, ANGELDO: Do you mean to say these
people making huge profits are not finding
a market? 1 suggest that we should get into
competition with them.

Mr. H. W, Manu: You snggest we shonld
start a trading concern up there?

Mr. ANGELO: Nothing of the kind. |
am not so foolish. To show that other in-
tustries hesides the pastoral thould be inter-
ested, T may say this firtn charges 2s. 1d. per
. for turkevs and 2s. 3d. per b, for
chicken. A rahhit can be bought up there
for 1s. 49d.

Mr. Sleeman: Why are we not getting the
trade !

My, ANGELO: That is what T am asking.
I hope to be able to sugeest a melhod by
whicit we can get it.

Mr. H. WL Mann: You will be able to util-
ise vour freezing works then.

My, ANGELO: From what one hears in
the street, and from the opinions published
in the Fress, it scems that onr business men
think thev ¢nnnot trade with the Duteh In-
dies unless we have vreeiprocity.  There
seems to he a lot of iniscanception on this
puint. 1t has got inte the minds of onr peo-
ple that beeanse we do not buy their sugar
and because we ilmpose a duty on  their
hananas, they will not trade with us.

ITon. J. C. Willcock: We buy a lot of ten
from them.

AMr. ANGELO: 1 intend to show what we
do buy. I intend to guote figures showing
the value of the trade first with Malaya and
then with the Dutch Indies. The trade with
Malaya has alwavs been in favour of
Malaya; thev have sent us more than we
have sent them., That, however, does not
matter much, After atl, Malava is a British
dependeney and it is not necessary to look
for the same amonnt of reciproeal trade as
when dealing with a foreign power. A for-
eign power needs a little more coaxing he-
fore it will trade with us. In 1919 we sent
£246,847 worth of gonds to Malaya and took
£15,802 worth from them, while in 1931 the
figures were £129,579 and £13,123 respee-
tively. Consequently it will he seen that we
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had the advantage of that trade. But the
misconeeption oceurs  when we turn (o the
Duteh Indies. Veople imagine that we do
not get anything from the Duteh Indies.
Here are the figures: In 1919 we sent goods
to the value of £8G,25!} to the Netherland
East Indies and took from them gouds tu the
value of £104,978. Six vears later we sent
£01,561 worth and took £535,615 worth. In
1231 we sent goods to the value of £115,049
and took £578,912 worth from them,

Hon, J. C. Willevck: Mostly tea and
coffee.
Mr. ANGELO: Not at all.  What then

hecomes of the idea that they should not
trade with us hevuuse we do not trade with
them? For the henefit of the member for
Gieraldton, let me explain that the total of
£578,912 worth of goods which we took
Erom them last year included tea £83,000,
kapok £11,694, fruit £9,907, and petroleam
£430,447. People muay comment on the
large amount vepresented by oil, but if we
deduct the value, £430,447, from the total of
£578,912, there ix still left £148,465 worth
of other goods compared with the £115,094
worth that we sent them. The figures show
¢learly that the Dutch Indies have a consid-
erable favourahle trade halance as between
that country and Western Austrvalia. It is
well to emphasise this matter; otherwise the
general publiec will retain a wrong hnpres-
sion. It is just ten years since the State
Government sent the first vessel helonging
to the State Shipping Service to open un
trade in that part. In 1921 the m.v. “Kan-
paron” took up a delegation composed of
various business men, represenfatives of
organisations and some politicians. T think
1 am right in saving that the Minister for
Industries was one who made that trip. A
considerable amount of mformation was
obtained and some good results have fol-
lowed. One thing was definitely discovered,
namely, that Western Australia was not
getting the advantage of ifs geographical
position, and that the freights operating
from Western Australia to the Near East
were on a level with those charged from the
Eastern States. Was that fair? We have
abont one-third of the distanee over which
to transport the goods and the steamers then
operaling between Western Australia and
Singapore were rtobbing us of our geo-
graphieal advantage, charging the same as
were the steamers running from the Xastern
States. TWhen the matfer was investigated
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the State Shipping Serviee reduced ifs
freights and eonsiderable advantage has
cecurred. Let we give an instance: The
freight on flour was 30s. per ton of 2,000
Ihs. and it is now 22s. 6d. per ton, a drop of
over 50 per cent. Aftempts have been made
to induce the manager of the State Ship-
ping Service to increase his freights. T
understand that the manager of one of the
big companies operating from the Eastern
States ta Singapore almost demanded that
our freights should be raixed to a level with
those roling from Melhowrne and Sydney,
He did not suggest that he wonld raise his
freights by 10s. if we did the same, thus
enabling us to retain our peographical ad-
vantage. No; he said, “Let us charge the
same freights exactly.” Yet the Eastera
States are twice as far distant from the
market. Notwithstanding our being nearer
the market, we were to lose the advantage
Nature has given us. I am very glad to
know that his proposals were not counten-
anced. The following figures show the ex-
ports to Malaya and Duteh TIndies during
two periods, the first being the three years,
1921-23, when the “Kangaroo” started op-
erating, and the second the three years 1929-
31—

Percent:
_ 1921.23, 1929.3].  age
increase.
Hay and Chaff (tons) 1,650 2,720 65
Bran ... R 490 1,100 125
Oats ... ..{, ) 480 1980 330
Fresh Fruif (centals) 30,490 50,200 10
Flour ... {tons) 28,900 65.860 128
Leather (£) 866 3,644 263

Recently the State Shipping Serviee has ex-
tended its ifinerary to Sumatra and Penang,
which is in the heart of Malaya, but has nos
vet touched Burma. The following lines of
imports into Malaya show the opportunities
still open for trade; they also show that
Australin does very little and Western Aus-
tralia practically nothing :~—Onions, 30,900
tons; potatoes, 3450 tons; common soap,
7,640 tons (of this Australia supplies 1,300
tons) 1 wines, 86,000 gallons {Australia sun-
plies 174 gallons); carease meat, beef
£50.800, lamb £31.800, mutton £10,800. The
following figures show the percentage of tha
total trade from the whole of Australia to
those islands:—bhiscnits, 16 per eent.; but-
ter, 75 per cent.; vegeiables, 1.6 per cent.;
sole leather, 50 per cent.; other leathers,
20 per cent.; jams and jellies, 10 per cent.;
condenred milk, 40 per cent.; tailow and
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edible fat, 30 per cent.; ham, 66 per cent.;
fresh fruit, 45 per cent.; and dried fruit,
16 per cent. Lately, through the State
Shipping Service, interest has heen aroused
in the following new lines that were not
previously touched:—F¥ruit juices, timber,
tiles, salt, charcoal, econfectionery, hams,
baeon, pork, poultry, vegetables and fodder.
[ am glad to hear that there is alse an
order for fat lambs, but unfortunately
it is neeessary to wait until October
hefore the order can he supplied. Three
isonths ago T had the privilege of travelling
down in the “Lenfaur,” whose passengers
included about G tourists for Western Ans-
tralia, residents of Malaya, Burma, Siam,
Java, and other eastern counirvies. I did not
lose mueh time in becoming acquainted with
those people, and all the way down I talked
trade with Western Australia.  On avrival
fiere L selected three or feur of the most
tikely gentlemen and took them to our big
stores, our hutcher shops, owr frait shops,
and even onr greengrocer shops, nnd showed
them the products of Western Australin and
the prices ot whieh those products were re-
tailed to our people, The visitors were
greatly interested, and eonfirmed everyvthing
I have stated ahout the monopoly of the
Singapore eold stoves. They also wanted to
know why we were not supplving them. I
zot one of those gentlemen—a big business
man in Malaya—so interested that he com-
municated with husiness friends in Malaya,
and they are forwing a company fo deal
with Western Aunstralia,  Immediate]ly on
starting, however, he was told there was no
freight. I shall deal with that aspeet pre-
sently,  Aboat four months ago 1 was very
disgusted ot an aunouncement made over the
wireless,  We had tuned in to Melbonrne,
rnd  the announeer informed his listeners
that he was glad to he ahle to assurve them
that the “Nieu Zeeland” one ot the flash
packet boats, had just left Melbowine a full
ship, earrying Vietorian and South \ustra-
Han fruit and other produce for the islands
uorth of ustralia.  What right have they
to the trade when thev ave ten dayvs or a
fortnight further away than we are.
our trade, and we wanut it.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Do not stop theve.

My, ANGELO: T wish to refer to the
shipment of live sheep in which my elec-
tornte i interested. T veferred to the suh-
ject last year. By way of interjection

It is
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the Leader of the Opposition and the Min-
ister for Industriez both stated that we re-
quired cool storage before we could do any-
thing in a big way. 1 agree with that, hut
would like to tell them that the trade which
represented 23,000 head last vear is 60,000
hoad this vear. There has heen room for
expansion, and 1 consider there is room for
a great deal more, hut we must look for the
trade. Burma has not vet heen touched, al-
though [ understand that constitutes a big-
ger mavket than Malaya. Tt is omr market
for the nsking, hut we have to get the neeces-
sary shipping space in ovder to enfer it,
Java has not heen touched. Peuple have
said that the Javanese will not ent mutton,
Some 23 years ago I took some sheep there
myself.  The people were delighted with
them, hut eould not afford te pay the 25s.
or 20z, o head which was the value of the
sheep at that time. It is now possible to
land sheep there for 14s. or 13 a head. It
is neeessary always to give new eustomers u
sample of thoze things which one produces
and wishes to weli. I am glad o say a syndi-
catc ol pastoralists is getiing together 500
or LOOO sheep with n view to leaving 50 ox
so ut every port and giving the people of

Java a taste of what we can produce. That
i3 the only wuy to open up a market. TUn-
fortunately, however, these people are

Llocked because there is no shipping spave,

The Minister for Railwavs: Our principni
trade is contrelled from Syvdnev and Mel-
Lourne, and the people there are not going
to allow their business to he interfered with.

Alr. ANGELG: T am delighted to henr the
wterjection. Tt is frue we have no sax in
things here.  One of the gentlemen who
came down on the “Centaur” with me had
heen a shiyping manager in Singapore, He
pssured me it was understeod that when
the Rowal Duteh Packet Co. put the “Nieu
Zeeland” and “Nien Hollande” on the east-
ern coast we were to have the other two ves-
sels whoze place they were taking. As soun
as thal was publiely announced, influence
was bronght to hear and thex were pre-
vented from coming lhere. T have heard of
ather hoats that it was intenrled to send hore,
but amm told that on every oeccasion the in-
fluence in the East has put o stop te thot.
Shippers in the East control these freiuhts.
1t is certuin that Buins Philp & Co. do not
want to lose any portion of their trade. W
are therefore, like Cinderella, lett oul in {he
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cold to shift for owrselves. Does the Min-
izter for Railways know that the Common-
wealth are subsidi~zing Burns Philp & Co. to
the exient of £5,000 a year?

The Minister for Railways: Far from be-
ing surprised at that, T am surprised it is
ot £50,000 a vear,

[Ton. J. C. Willeock: s that in conneetion
with the Singapore trade?

Mr. ANGELO: They pive them this sal-
stly to ran a serviee to Sinzapore on the
understinding that the shipz: eall at Darwin.

The Minizter for Railwavs: That iz only
a =ubterfuge.

Hon. .J. C. Willcock : They go to Thur=day
Islond, [ suppose, and the other islands in
the Near East.

My, ANGELO: I received a letter from a
firm in Colombo stating that 70,000 sheep a
vear could he absorbed there. The writers,
however, sald we would have to he quick
ahout securing the trade, hecause the Gov-
ernment of Somaliland was after it. When
we tried to get freight for sheep we found
that the lowest quote was 255 per head. This
trade is most necessary to our pastoralists.
No doubt thousands of <heep will have to he
slaughtered unless an ontlet can be obtained
for them. Every efiort should therefore be
made to open up all possible avennes of
trade.

My, J. 1. Mann: That particular market
has been ereated hecause of the outbreak of
foot and mwouth disease in India.

Mr, ANGELO: Now is the time when we
should get hold of the market. Qur great
advantage is the exchange, and we ought to
lose no time in establishing our markets now,
When we have it established T do not think
we shall ever lose it.

The Mnister for Railways: By “we"” what
do vou mean?

Mr, ANGELO: T mean Western Austra-
lia.

The Minister for Railways: Who is West-
ern Australia? It seems to me yvon want
the Government fo do the joh.

Mr. ANGELO: Not at all.

The Mimster far Railwavs: The Govern-
ment are alwavs expected to start these
things, and then we are told we are starting
State trading concernz.

Mr. ANGELO: 1 am =urpriced that the
Singapore hoais have never given us proper
refrigerating space.

R (N

The Minister for Railways: They are all
contralled by syndicates,

Mr. ANGELO: I am glad the Minister
haz afforded us that explanativn. The “Kan-
waron” haz a fair amount of space, but I am
afraid it is not bheing used to its full
eapaeity.

The Minister for Railways: The trouble
is that the eargo is go intermiitent.

Mr. ANGELO: Yes. 1 am also interested
in the development of 1the tourist trade.
Thou=ands of parents up there have heen in
the hahit of taking their children to the Old
Country or to Holland. and every seeond year
or two, when they get their furlough, they
have been going off to see their children.
Owing to the restricted incomes the fathers
now have, lhey are sending their children to
Australia and visiting them here. T have
spoken to many of these people on the hoats.
Thev say that they can get any amount of
information in Singapore and other parts
of lalava concerning Vietorin and New
South Wales, but have heard nothing about
Perth or Western Australin  except what
comes to them from their freinds.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: The Tourist Burean
have put a lot of literature un the Western
Australian boals.

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, but we must go fur-
ther than that. We have to advertise in
those countrics from which the tourist
trade is likely to  come.  We must
make things attractive for them, and see
that thev receive decent serviee. Why ig it
that the Eastern States have secured all this
trade? Is it bheeause our politicians are
backward, o¢r iz it that our commereial
people have not the same business acumen
that is evidenced by others in the Eastern
States? Up till quite recently we have been
able to produce only what could be con-
sumed lccallv,

The Minister for Railways: Not at all.

Mr. AXGELO: That is so. When we
had only 6,000,000 sheep we could sell all
our fats loeally.

The Minister for Railways: Who controls
the pastoralists of the North-West to-day?

Ar, Panton: Dalgety & Co.

Mr. ANGELO: Xo.

The Minister for Railwavs: They will not
allow any stock to be shipped unless it goes
hy their heoats. You know that as well as
T deo.

My, ANGELO: I do not know it,
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The Minister for ‘Railways: Is that not
sof

Mr. Church: Certainly not.

The Minister for Railways: It is the same
with our wool.

Mr. ANGELO: We have not wanted the
trade until recently, but now it is impera-
tive that we should get it. Qur sheep bave
increased in number to 10,000,000, and we
must find an outlet for our surplus stock.
We are producing more wheat, butter, fruit
and other things than we did, and must get
the best market we can for those commodi-
ties. I have heen discussing this trade with
several business men, and have asked why
it has not heen developed. Nearly every-
hody has told me it is due to want of space
and want of refrigeration faeilities. What
ean we do about it? Some people have sug-
pested the appointment of a trade eommiz-
sioner, and others say we should withdraw
the State Shipping Service. T eannot sec
the necessity for a trade commissioner nor
for the withdrawal of this service. It is the
duty of the Government to see that proper
transport is provided for the State’s pro-
duce. ¥ven this session we have heard of
new railways being built. These are State-
owned railways, constructed in order to
bring the produce of the land to the port.
Why stop at the port? Are we going to
allow our trade to be interfered with by
vested interests? The Government should
see that a good fight is put up against East-
ern States domination. The Government
might invite another company fto join us
with the promise of combined trade, or
conld say fo another line, ‘You come here
and we will withdraw our ship—she is only
a slow one—from the Java frade” Some
company might aceept an offer of that sort.
T ean assnre members that it was understood
the two new Dutch hoats were fo provide
the means whereby the other two that were
heing replaced should come to us, but vested
interests blocked that move.

The Minister for Railways: What is that
vested intevest?

Mr. ANGELO: The other shipping com-
panies.

The Minister for Lands: How ean we in-
terfere with them?

Mr. ANGELO: When we bhave produce
te sell, are we going to sit down and allow
this sort of thing to take place?

The Minister for Lands: You are not
helping at all.
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Mr. ANGELO: I think T am,

The Minister for Lands: Tell us in what
way.

Mr. ANGELO: I have often heard the
Minister for Lands say, “Here are 50 sei-
tlers living 50 miles from a railway. Let
us build them a line so that they may market
their produce. ¥ This is not a case of 50
settlers, but a case of the produce of West-
ern Australia as a whole. Are we going to
be blocked for the sake of a ship or two?

The Minister for Railways: Suppose that
someone beside ourselves were to control the
produce that wounld be carried over a line
it was proposed to build, would you embark
upon the construetion of that line?

Mr. ANGELO: T am sure the Minister is
wrong in expressing that view.

The Minisier for Ruilways: T will tell you

later. T will give vou proof of my state-
ments.
“Mr. ANGELO: I know that the State
steamers have taken away thousands of
sheep from stations financed by Dalgety &
Co. to-day.

Mr. Marshall: It is only the surplus sheep
that the State steamers get.

Mr. ANGELO: This is a vitally import-
ant matter. The future of the State iz de-
pendent on our markets, and here is a mar-
ket at our very doors. Here is an oppor-
funity to get rid of our surplus products, a
market that will yield us good priees. It is
a chance that we should grasp with hoth
hands. My suggestion to the Minister is,
uever mind o select committee, but let him
usk two members from the Opposition side
of the House and two members from the
Ministerial side to join with two business

- men of Perth with a view to arriving at some

suggestion, It is too important a matter
for one brain te deal with.

The Minister for Lands: What about the
Commissioner for the North-West?

Mr, ANGELO: I have tried to emphasise
that this is not merely a North-West matter.
It is a matter that affects every Western
Australian industey. [f is going to interest
Leederville and Oshorne PPark. Those two,
and many other districts, are going to grow
veretables for that market. The market is
one that will benefit our friends of the apple-
growing industry. Our farmers will be send-
ing their products to that market, and T hope
our sheep will also be sent there. Let us
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all work together.
lor any
garded.

Member: What do vou suggest—another
State steamer?

Mr. ANGELO: I suggest that the Minis-
ter for Industry should select two of the
hest brains on the Opposition side of the
House and two of the hest brains on this
side, who counld co-opt two good business-
men, Let those six people meet in a round-
lable conference and discuss the matter. It
is not a question for the North-West Com-
missioner. It is a question which affects the
whole of Western Awustralia. If the Minis-
ter would promise to do what such a con-
ference would suggest, the matter would
scon be arranged. One suggestion would be
that the Government of Western Australia
write te the Duieh Royal Packet Company
inviting them to come on this coast, promis.
ing them assistance, promising them 2 re-
bate from the tremendous hurhour charges
wade at Fremantle. Does the Minister know
that it cosis a foreign ship nearly five times
es mueh to call at Fremantle as to call at
Adelaide or Melbourne? What chance is
there of a mew trade while that condition of
affairs exists? [ repeat, this is a very big
question, and not a ruestion affecting only the
North-West, It affects every produeing in-
dustry of Western Australia. We must not
sit down and he content to let the thing go.
I ask hon. members fo close their eyes and
visualise the map of the Eastern hemisphere.
Let them ecast their eyves on the atlas, and
what will they find? That the Great Archi-
tect of the Universe has placed Western
Australia in her position to enable her to
trade with the Far East, We are weeks
closer to that market than are the people
now supplying it. We must take advantage
of our geographical position. As in the
affairs of men, so in the existence of States,
{lhere comes a tide which, taken at the flood,
leads on to fortune. J ask the Government
not to forget this question, but to secure
the best brains ohtainable in Western Aus-
tralia for the purpose of discovering a solu-
tion. The one problem is, how can we bring
our products to the near BEastern market?
The market is there, as I think T have shown;
and we have the produets. All that we went
is to get over the interveming space.

The question is too big
suggested solutions to be disre-
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MR. F. ¢. L. SMITH (Brown Hil-
Ivanhoe) [5.36]: The Brown Hill-Ivanhee
disiriet requirves better transport facilities
than it has at present. True it is that a
large section of the district is well catered
for by the tramway company; but another
section, that which couid be catered for hy
the railway between Knlgoorlie and Boulder,
is at present hadly served. Here is a strik-
ing illustration of a community having a
raiiway line but having no railway service.
Trafalgar and Brown Hill still have numer-
ous residents, people who picneered the dis-
trict as a result of facilitios formerly ex-
tended by the Railway Department, facili-
ties in the nature of passenger conveyance.
However, 12 or 18 months ago the passenger
service was cut out entirely; and now Tra-
falgar and Brown Hill residents, although
they have a railway line and occasionally
see goods trains passing, dre without passen-
ger trains to convev fhem in and out of
Kalgoorlie.

The Minister for Railways: I rememher
when the Perth express used to run there.

My, F. C. L. SMITH: Yes, at one time;
hut it does not do s0 now. T think that train
ran to Boulder, whereas 1T am speaking of
Brown Iill and Trafalgar.  Perhaps the
Minister will take into consideration the
question of running one train per day for
those people. He might also take into eon-
sideration the possihility of running a train
ouf to the mines in the morning, and hack in
the afternoon. I understand that, in faect, an
engine already runs cut to the mines, but
without any loading whatever. Surely it is
possible for the Railway Department to ar-
range a train to take the workers out to the
mines in the morning, and bring them baek
in the afternoon. [ am merely suggesting
one train in the morning, and another in the
afternoon. Some 1,200 men are now work-
ing on the Chaffers mine, and on the Lake
View and Star; and I understand that the
majority of them have to chauge at the
Chaffers shafi. In consequence theyv have a
long distance to walk from the tramway ter-
minus. A restoration of the train facilities
which until recently they enjoved, would re-
present a great convenience to them. In the
matter of getting ro and from the market,
Tratalgar and Brown Hill residents are now
catered for, in a small way, by a motor hus.
That bus comes into Kalgoorlie an Tuesday
at 9 am,, and goes out again later in the
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forenoon. Moreover, there is a fairly zood
bus service on Saturday,  Possihly, if the
cost of running a passenger train in that dis-
triet would involve the Railway Department
in too much loss, the Minister might consider
the question of subsidising the motor bus.
As the result of inquiries made of the pro-
prietor, T am able to state that in vetwrn for
a subsidy of £12 a vear he is prepared to
zive a full service on an extra day per week.
I hope the Minister will consider whether he
eannot grant this small subsidy of £12 per
auinum in order fo secure better transport
facilities for the people who have pioneered
settlement in the distriet. On a recent even-
ing the Minister was interjecting with re-
gard to cheap commodities to be bought on
the Bastern goldfields as the result ol trade
wth the Easterin States. T learn on re-
liable authority that the Railway Depart-
ment appeat to foster Eastern States trade
with the metropolitan distriet. Iy authority
states that when a consignment of goods
comes from Adelaide to Perth, the State
Railway Department receive a proportion of
the freight, That proportion, T am in-
formed, amounts to ounly one-fourth of the
cost of consigning the same quantity of goods
from Kalgoorlie to Perth, Such an ar-
rangement certainly tends to help in the
marketing of Hastern States products in
any metropolitan area. Recently a Federval
member voiced the platitudinous ufterance
that Awstralia has voom for a hundred mil-
lions of people. No doubt it has; and, pos-
¢ibly, some day that recom will he utilised.
If T were asked to suggest the day on which
it will be utilised, my suggestion would he the
day on which the Archangel Gabriel sounds
the last trump. We have to realise that
people necd more than room; that they need
food, and pneed shelter, We cannot at this
or possibly any other juncture concern our-
selves with the potential population capacity
of this country; we have to concern omr-
selves with its actual papulation capaeity.
The actual population capacity of a country
iv defermined by the various utilities and
public instrumentalities  which its Gevern-
ment ¢reates from time to time. The wise
expenditure of loan money centers into that
proposiftion,  In the expenditure of loan
money it is necessarv that the productive
value of the work om which the money is
spent shall be realised at the earliest pos-
sihle moment. T sabmit that the wisdom of

. misses Ora Banda entirely.
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an Adminigtration is indicated by the sane
way in which it spends loan fund~. When
a works proposal is under econsideration,
raturally its cost mnst also be taken into ae-
count, and likewise the interest and sinking
fund involved. Bui the real test, I ~ubwit,
is not whether the proposition will return so
much in terms of pounds, shilling=  and
pence, but whether the propesed work will

ingrease employment opportunities within

the State and thus merense  the
7

population  capacity of  the conntry.

A typieal example that would bear examina-
tion in this regard is the proposul to give a
permanent water supply to Ora Banda, This
is a field that has wonderfully good
prospects, | understand that the AMinister
has recently had an officer investigating the
position there. At the deputation which
waited on the PPremier and the Minister for
Mines in Kalgoorlie—

The Minister for Mines: I was one of the
deputation, and supported it.

Afr. F, C. L. SMITH: [ hope we still huve
the Minister’s support. I do not wish to
veiterate all that Mr. Argus said about the
ove that was at grass or had heen blocked out
in the various mines; he mentioned the
various mines that had stone ready for crush-
ing totalling 27,000 tons, and he also added
that the Gimlet mine had 100,000 tons of
cre worth 10s. 9d. per ton, at the old zold
rate. A feld that has not a permanent water
supply natarally will net attract eapital to
it, and because Ora Banda has not a water
supply it has never had a chance. At vari-
ous times the mines there that were showing
good prospects have gone as far as te
interest the representatives of various syndi-
cates with a view to options being taken, hut
when it was diseovered that there was a
possibility of water heing obtained at the
field for only four months of the vear, and
that the other eight months were very dry,
invariably the propositions were turned
down.

The Minister for Mines: That is not a fair
staternent.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: Well, the position
has heen pretty had in respect of the water
supply, but it may be that the position
is the other way ahout—four months of
drought. The rainfall in the Ora Banla area
is abont as low as it is in any part of the
State where records ave kept. Ora Banda
seems to be particularly unfortunate: when
other districts around get rain, it often
After the run-
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ning of the mill for 18 months, there is still
as mueh stone waiting to be erushed as there
wits when the mill started. The returns
from this particular mill are higher than
those of any other mill in the State. What
I cannot understand—perhaps the Minister
will be able to enlighien me—is that when
the existing water supply was put i, con-
sideration was not then given to the question
of providing for a permanent supply in the
way of vonstrueting a pipe line from the
Coolgardie main. On looking up old volues
of “Hansard” | find that the present pipe
line and storage tanks and pumps cost
£27,000.  This is the method by which Ora
Banda gets its water =upply for certain parts
of the year. I have it on reliable authority
that the construction ot a 3-inch pipe line
from Coolgardie to Ora Bunda would cost
£16,000. Of course I recognise that had a
permanent supply heen put in in the first
place, that in addition to the £16,000, storage
would have had to be provided, and I do not
know what proportion of the £27,000 storage
and punips represent.,  There are already
eight wiles of pipe line to Ora Banda from
the 42-Mile, and at one pericd of the State’s
history there was a pipe line also from Black
Flag to Ora Banda carrying salt water.
Thus, over £27,000 must have been spent,
and =0 I cannot understand why a permanent
supply was not provided in the first place.
When speaking the other night I referved to
the great possibilities of the gold mining
industiy, and 1 ztressed the reasonableness
of assisting the industry fo expand, particu-
larly by helping prospeciors, and providing
thein with erughing facilities.  We know
that the State batteries have heen run at a
loss.  Away back in 1913 the present Min-
ister for Mines, when submitting the Bu(Té'et
to the House, said that the then Leader of
the Opposition, when in power, had always
budeeied for a ervedit balance, but had always
shown a loss. He was not going to follow
that example; he was going to present a
fair staiement. Of course we know that ever
since then there has been pretiy nearly
alwavs o debit balance. I have been wonder-
ing whether a good deal of the loss fiom
the State batteries should not be eut out
by the introduction of a system of pur-

chasing  prospectors’ ore on its assay
value. Under the existing system of treat-

ing prospectors’ ore we cannot possibly
expect the State batteries o pay.
Those  hatteries, as we know, crush
wmany parcelz of 5 and 10 tons. Assuming
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the batteries crushed 100,000 tons a year,
and that the average parcel was of 10 tons
—I would not say that each parcel wonll
be of 10 tons, but I am assuming it—it
would mean that there would be 10,000 stops
at the battery in the course of the year.
The -toppages would be necessary for the
purpose of cleaning up, and, as we know, a
clean up cannot be carried ont under aa
hour. Thus there would be a dead loss to
the batteriez whieh I should think would
represent an amount of about £20,000 in the
vear. Recently a request was made to the
Minister for Mines that prospectors on sus-
tenanee should he allowed to take up pros-
pecting arcas and pay their fees when they
were able to get a crushing out. T nuticed
it the Minister turned down flat this pro-
pesition. T am awave that the cost of a
prospecting area 1s not very much, bui I
know also that the man on sustenance does
not receive much, and it would only be right
to eive these men a chance of protecting
their areas, because under existing condi-
tions they are working their aveas without
protecting  themselves by converting the
areas into prospecting leases. At one time
the present Minister for Mines 1 think used
fe he a little more sympathetic fowards the
induztry than he is at the present time,

The Minister for Mines:
auother think.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: T am not saying
that ilie Minister is unsympathetic now, bui
T think he is infloenced by the faet that the
wining industry—although generally speak-
ing it is of great advantage to the State—
daes not directly assist the Treasury to a
graat extent. In 1920 the Minister for Mines,
speaking on the mining industry generally
and its value to the State in conneetion with
revenue received, said—

You are due for

It would of course he possible to increase
the revenue under the Mining Aet hy increas-
ing rents and fees, but it is recognised that
every encouragement should he given to hold
and work mining lands, as the indirect revenne
received from this source and the employment
of large mnabers of wen fully compensites the
State for the comparatively small direet rev-
enue ohtained from them,

The MMinister for Mines:
with that?

Mr., F. C. L. SMITH: Xothing. Tha
mining industry is compensating the State
hy emploving a large number of men, and
thiz 35 an important fact in these days whea
there is so much depression throughout th:

What's wrong
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community. I noticed in the evening Press
that the Federal Government intend to euf
out the gold bonns. When the proposal was
first mooted, the Minister for Mines joined
with others in entering a protest, and rightl>
30. When the Bill for the gold bounfy was
hefore the Federal Parliament the Ministar
who introduced it, Mr. Forde, made the re-
servation, in the course of his vemarks, that
the exchange at the time was 9 per cent,
and that if it inerensed in all probability the
provisions of the Aect might have to be re-
considered. That is a point that has heen
lost sight of by those wheo have protested
against the 50 per cent. vedunction that was
subsequently made by the Federal Govern-
ment.

The Minister for Mines: That was an un-
fortunate statement to make.

Mr. ¥. C. L. SMITH: That max be so,
hut the statement was made hy the Federal
Minister. When finaneial emergency matters
were being discuszed by the Premiers of the
various States, and it had been determined
that all sections of the community would be
called upon to make saciifices, the position
of the gold mining industry in relation to
the zold bonus was considered. Cognisance
was taken of the exchange position when the
matter was under review. In wmy opinion,
that eancelled Mr. Forde's reservation, be-
eause the exchange was at 30 per ceni. when
the Government, in accordanee with the de-
cigion that there should be a meneral saecri-
fice, reduced the gold honus by 30 per
cent. I econtend that having taken that
action, the Federal Government can have
no further grounds for an additonal redue-
tion of the gold bonns, simply becanse ex-
change is high, The position regarding ex-
change had already been considered and the
honus reduced aceordingly, so that Mr.
Lyons can hardiy have any argument along
those lines at the presenf juncture. I pre-
sume, however, he will be able to advance
some arguments in support of the Govern-
ment’s determination to cut out the gold
honus. He will probably point te the finan-
cial position of Australin and justify the
contemplated action on grounds similar to
those upon which he will endeavour to jus-
tify a reduetion in the old age pension. Not-
withstanding the fact that I believe Mr.
Lyons c¢an have but few convineing arcu-
ments fo submit regarding the cutting out of
ike gold bonus, I appreciate the faet that
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he will be able to advance reasons that will
be just as plausible and convincing as those
the DMMinister for Mines could present for
cutting  down the concessions formerly
aranted to prospectors.

The Minister Cor AMines: He should bhe
able to suceead—if he ean do so. T don't
think he can.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: Next I will vefer
to the position of men employed in the mines,
The development of the wmining industry
and the enhanced price of gold have
heen constantly referred to by hon. members.
The men who are working in the mines do
not seem to have derived any benefit as a
result of the 70 per eent. inerease in the
price of gold. During the war period when
a substantial premiam was available on gold
that was "produced, the miners were the
poorest pnid workers in the Commonwealth.
It was then contended that as the industry
wag in so depressed a condition that opera-
tions were unpayable, it was impossibie for
the mining companies to pay any increage in
wages. Now that the price of gold has in-
creased 70 per cent., the wages paid to the
miners do not seem to enter into the ques-
tion at all. I know that miners are in re-
eeipt of slightly better wages than are, gen-
erally speaking, prevalent in other parts of
the State, but

Mr. Marshall: Thev deserve the margin.

Me. F. C. L. SMITH: They certainty do.
I have often heard people arguing regarding
the necessity for a readjustment of the value
of labour. When one goes down 2 mine and
observes the hazards the miners must run
and also becomes acquainted with the incid-
ence of diseases attached to their oecupation,
one feels that if in any oeccupation there
should be a readjustment of values, it is in
that associated with gold mining, where men
delve in the earth thousands of feet under-
ground. I trust that as the men have had no
special benefit arising from the increase in
the price of gold, they will not be disad-
vantaged by any legislation that the Govern-
ment may introduce, particularly with regard
to the Miners' Phthisis Aect, which, generally
speaking, is working pretty well at present.
I understand the Government intend to
amend that Act, but I trust that, if amended,
it will be in the direction of seeuring ad-
vantages to the men who are afllicted with
the terrible diseases incidental to the oecupa-
tion they follaw.
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The Minister for Mines: 1 will give you
an undertaking now that any such legislation
will not be dealf with as a party measure.

Mr. ¥. C. L. SMITH: Thank you.

Mr. Marshall: The Minister's inferjection
does net provide any undertaking that he
will not rednee the advantages enjoved by
the men.

The Minister for Mines: If there i any
increase or decrense in that respect, you will
have to take yvaur share of the responsibility.
T will not wake shuttlecocks in this House ol
men who are suffering from miners” diseases.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. ¥. €. T.. SMITH: An endeavour has
been made by tributers to sceure what they

understood wus intended by the Mining Act.

T refer to the payment of 56 per cent. of the
premiunt received on the sale of zold pro-
dueed. 1 take it the Aet was framed to en-
sure that if there was any premium paid on
the gold, the tributer would receive 30 per
cent. of it. On the other hand, a case was
tried in the court at Kalgoorlie and subse-
quently was taken to the Full Conrt. The
decision was that the tributer was not en-
titled to 30 per cent. of the premium received
as the result of the sule of gold, as the Act
did not lay down that the tributer concerned
was entitled to it. It is a remarkable posi-
tion, and shows that in addition to the mines
being able to charge a royalty on gold re-
covered, ufter e¢ertain charges have heen de-
dueted, they can also ¢harge a royalty on 50
per cent. of the premium derived as the ve-
snlt of the mnle of the gold. The applicable
section of the Act, Section 152, paragraph
{b), reads—

The owner of the treatment plant shall alse
aecount for and pay to the tributer not less
than 350 per centum of any premium reccived
by such owner on the sale of the gold obtained
from the ore treated. .

That seens to give the tributer a right to
30 per cent. of the premium, hut apparently
the law is that if the ¢ributer makes an
agreement that is not in conformity with the
Aet, then he is bound by the amount speci-
fied in the agreement. That i vather a
peculiar position. I always understood that
under English law, it was not possible for
anyone to contract outside the terms of an
Act. Speaking on the subject of agreements,
on 13th October, 1920, the Minister for
Minister for Mines—I quote from “Han-
sard” of that date—said—

It is true that the agreement hetween the

tributer nnd the leaseholder must bhe submii-
ted te the mining warden for approval; hut
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when an agreement has heen signed by the
parties to it and when there is no objection
taiseld to its terms by either party, the war-
ilen, who may be without practical knowledgs
of the subject, will be apt to infer that the
agreement must he satisfactory and proper.
The iribulers, however, say that nowadays they
have no option but to nceept the agreements
as drawn by the mining companics, sinre other-
wise thiey would get no tribuetes.

That is also the position to-dav.

The Minister for Mines:
with that statement?

Mr. F. €. [ SMITH: Nothing ai all.
While the mining warden may not have a
practical knowledge of the subject, I elaim
that he should at Jeast have & practical know-
ledge of the law so as to he ahle to see that
the ngreement brought forward conforms to
the law and ddoes not mean contracting out-
side the provisions of the Mining Act.

The Minister For Mines: That is all right,
hut with all due respect to yvou, the warden
knows the law and yon do not. The particu-
lar part of the Act veferred to has nothing
to do with a tribute agzreement.

Mr. F. C. l.. SMITH: Has it not?

The Minister for Mines: No, nothing at
all.

Mr. If. C. L. SMITH: Then there is a
great deal of confusion of thousht on the
goldfields relating to this =ubject, i that is
30.

I'he Minister for Mines: 1 realise that,

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: [ understood the
interests of tributevs were conserved when
certain provisions werz inserted in the Min-
ing Act. Was it not as the resnlt of depu-
lations From ftributers themselves that the
Act was amended?

The Minister for Mines: That is so, hut
ihat is no part of the tribute agreement.

Me I Co L, SMITH. No, hut the tribute
agreement should he in conformity with the
terms of the Act.

The Minister for AMines: It is.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: What is the good
of the Aet if people can contruct out of its
provisions?

The Minister for Mines: The warden bas
no Jnuri=diction under that section hecause it
is not part of the tribute agreement.

Mr. F. C, L. 8MITH: If a man were to
produee an agreement in which he had con-
tracted to take 20 per cent. only of the pre-
nriwm, would the warden be entitled to ac-
cept it as between the parties concerned?

What i~ wrong



312

The AMinister for Mines: The trouble i:
that the agreements do not come before him,
The Act does not specify that it is to he par
of the tribute agreement.

Mr. F. C. L. SAMITH: There sare ngree-
ments with thar elause in ther.

The Minister for Mines: Thai amounts (o
contracting themselves out of the Aet, nor
out of the conditions under which tribute
arrecments are made.

Mre. B C Lo SMITH: 1t is a remarkable
position, and has cost the (vibuters on the
coldfields muelh money in fighting for what
they consider to he their rights. The ense
lias been taken to the Privy Couneil

The Minister for Mines: | am not respon-
sible for that.

Sitting suspeaded from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

My, ¢ L SMITH: [ do net know
whether to congratulate the Government
on their financing over the past year, or
to condemn them., 1 went very carefully
thieongh the vavions statements published
in the ““West Auwstealian,’’ which appar-
ently were gof out for the purpose of show-
ing that the Government had lived np to
the provisions of the DPremiers’ Plan. [
cannot agree with their finding that they
had done =o. [ assume that when the
figures of probable revenue were fixed at
£8.470,000, under the provisions of the
Plan and with wise adminisiration the ex-
penditure should net have extended De-
vond £4,270,000, or in other words a deficit
of £1,200,000. But the actual delicit was
£1,558,000, or £358.000 mare than the Pre-
miers’ Conlerenee had agreed it should De,
It is notieceable that the estimated revenue
was only £35,000 less phan was expeeted.
SNo the actual delieit, taking the reduced
revenne inte consideration, was £1,338,000,
1 am inelined to avree with the interjec-
tion made by the Minister for Lands last
night (hat probably things would have
heen worse had the agreed upon defieit
been arrived at: that is to say, if it had
bheen effeeted by an expenditnre that was
cquivalent to that whieh was estimated.
But 1 am inclined to think also that had
the ostimated expenditure been achieved
we would have found the vevenuce redoced
proportionately. As o matter of laet,
during the venr, as eompared with 1929-
30, there was a saving of €1,104,000 an
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salaries, wages, ete. And in 1929-30 there
was various special expenditure which did
not recur last year. That must have
assisted the Govermmment to a great extent;
such as reductions in Parvliamentary allow-
ances £11,000, centenary celebrations £15,-
), repairs te buildings transterred to
some other account £12,000, ceneral elee-
tions £11,000, extinetion of water supply
debenturves £10,000, and  elimination of
grants £87,01.  And (hey were assisted
also by a hespital tax mmounting to about
£130,000.  Bo taking those items into con-
sideration. | do nol know that they did live
up to the provisions of the Premicrs’ Plan.
But what I should like to know is this:
I see that the ['remier this vear proposes
to veduce the delicit hy £700,000. 1 take
it that that reduction will be as from the
estimated deficit of last vear; thag is to
say, £1,200,000. Tn thal event he will he
hudgeting this year for a deficit of £300,00y,

The Attornsey General: No, £760,000,

Mr. F. O Lo SMITH: Fven then, com-
pared with the defieit that actually oceurreld
last vear, he will have to effect a further re-
duetion this year of £300,000.

The Minister Cor Lands: Or obtain more
revenue.

Mr. F.C. L. SMITH: Or else obtain more
revenue, But we find that the reduced ex-
penditure om the part of the Government is
affecting revenue. I consider that the sav-
ings effected of £1,194000 on salaries ana
wages. together with those other savings I
have mentioned, liave heen largely respon-
gible Tor a reduction in revenue of £1,715,-
000 as compared with 1928-40.  Loan money
is provilded for the purpose of finding work,
a sum of £15,000,000 altogether, of which
£7,000,000 is to be spent this year, Of that
amount this Government have got a fairly
zood proportion, namely £500,000, while
other Gtavernments have received vast sums
for the purpose of relieving revenue hy tak-
ing workers off the dole and placing them on
sustenance work whieh will be carvied out
by the expenditure of loan noney. T can-
not see liow that improves the finaneial posi-
fioir of the country, although it might show
up hetter in the Dndget, But if we save on
Ihe expenditure side of the Buadget hy
spenrding inevensed nonevs out of loan, T
cannot see how it will improve the financial
position. or that n Budget balanred hy that
means is going to he of anv henefit to us at
all. Tt appears to me this loan money is he-
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ing made -available for vast schemes of sus-
tenance work and that the deficits which are
to be arrived at, the reduced expenditure of
the Government: out of revenue, and per-
haps increased taxation, will put out of
work men that are now in work, or put them
on part- time, probably to the same exten
as the sustenance work is putting men in
work,

Mr. Kenneally: The Governments, through
their confercnce, have declared that to he
their policy.

My F, O L. SMITH: bt certainly looks
@~ il that were the ohjeet of the poliey being
pursued. 1 think that as the resolt of taxa-
ton and of reduced expenditure from rev.
chue we shall find that the number of sus-
tenance workers will he considerably added
1o during the vear. This appears to me to
ke a plan tor the purpese of extending the
sustenance workers, increasing their num-
bers, and to create a vast army of workers
who are to be hardened to lower living stan-
dards, lower wages, and ultimately used to
sinash the standards of wages of workers
venerally throughout the community. Tt is
chvious, of course, that the rednction in the
deficit ean only be hrought about by addi-
tional cuts and additional taxation, and that
the relicl From revenue expenditure will
only be arrived af by the extension of sus-
tenance *work., Personally [ have no wild
desire to ree Budgets halanced at this june-
ture, and I cannot guite understand why that
shonld he the great objeetive now, In the
Irast, Glovernments never seemed to worry
much about the balancing of Buodgets. If
we are to ohtain Budget equilibrium, it ap-
pears to me that a time of prosperity is the
time to inerease taxation; that when there
are probable surpluses we should build up
for possible deficits in the near future. A
halaneing of Budgets shonld he arranged
on a plan extending over a period of sayv
10 vears. As we usually encompass the
vhole trade evele in 10 wvears, surpluses
shounld be c¢reated in times of prosperity so
that when Budget deficits occur we should
have money in hand to meet them. The
prohability of diffieulties being aceentuated
and the unlikelihood of improvemenf resait-
ing from reduced expenditure and increased
taxation was evidently well considered and
understood at the last Premiers’ Conference.
A report of the conference published in the
“Woest Australian” on the 9th July stated—

'

Throughout the proceadings an ecarhest dv-
sire was  manifest that special and urgent
meastres should  be  devised 1o combat  the
tragic condition of unemployment in the mosi
sutizfactory amd cffective way, and that early
steps should be taken fo give general and
effective stimmlus te indosiry.  The complete
unanimity displayed at this conference makes
pos«ible & wise and couragesns forward policy.

Further, the report stated—

From the outzet the spe.ches at the contoep-
enee vlearly indicated that there was o con-
sonsus of opikion that the mere cufting«lown
of  LDudget oxpenditire or rivdsing additiona!
revenue, imperative  as o rhese stops muy b,
would not of themse'ves constitte o solution
of the problems confranting the nation.  Surh
a poliey, if carried to extreines, would ace.n-
tuate our difiicultics.

I submnii that the Government, in budpeting
tor a deficit of £700,000 this vear, in view
ol the expeience of the past year, and in
inereazing taxation to reduce the deficit by
£800,000, will, as that statement pointed
out, aceentuate cur ditficnlties. It has heen
«aid by the Premier that il we could zet on
the London market to horrow, evervthing
would be all right. 1 have no doubt that is
#0, but the fact of the matter is that we
cannot get on the London market to horrow,
and it is improbable that we shall he ahle
o do so. TIf it were possible for us to
get a loan on the London market, it would
certainly point to a very sound improvement
in our finaneial position. The probabilities
ur possibilities of that happening are well
indicated in an artiele in the “Times” by
Siv Arthur Samuel, in the course of which
he stated—

Now that Australian credit is being griedu-
ally restored, it is to be hoped that she will
not attempt to borrow in LEngland for many
years, and if she attompts to do so it may be
found advizable in the interests of Awsirulia
herself publicly to discourage such horrowing
and to discourage English investors from tik-
ing up the lean . . . . . The general public,
mereover, may ask Parliament fo review and
curfaii the powers provided by the Coloniul
Stock Aet of 1900 whieh, subjeet to certain
conditions, endows dominion and colonial leans
with trustec status, This particular matter
has already been raised on more than one occal-
sion quite recently in the TTouse of Commons.
Australian  horrowing will certainly he  wel-
comed when Australin ean annually meet debt
redemption and intercat obligutions out of
revenue. Loans for reproductive objects which
can earn their own inlerest and sinking fund
might be aceeptable, but expansions ahead of
immediate neeessities will be regarded asg ill-
advired.  Borrowing for premature expansion
is unjostifiable and should be disconraged.
Nor will it be easy for Australia to float loans
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here again unless lenders are fully informed
hy the issue prospectuses upon all points re-
lating to the balancing of Australian Budgets,
with explanations of the speeific purposes to
which the loans are to Le applied and whether
they will Dbe used for reproductive objects
yielding revenue to cover interest and sink-
ing funds.

The other night 1 snggested that when a
loun was flonted overseas, the varions items
on the schednle should be discussed and ap-
proved, and ne opportunity should be given
to divert’ loan money to some ohject other
than that for which if was raised. Here we
have Sir Arthur Samuel stating that Eng-
lish investors will want to know in future
for what work the money is being raised
and the probability of its being of prodne-
tive value so that it will be able te earn
interest. Quite reeently a book eame info
my hands called “Borrowing and Business
in Australia” by Dr, Gordon Wood. Dr.
Gordon Wood has for a period of 10 vears
made a statistical investigation into the busi-
ness eveles, and has eoncluded that the key
factor to those cyveles is the fluctuation in
overseas loans. We prosper or we fall on
evil times according as the overseas lender
extends or withholds his hand. In the course
of his book Dr. Wood points out that the
usnal arpument in favour of overseas bor-
rowing is that national productivity will be
increased by the work to a greater extent
than the interest bill will be inereased as
a vesult of horrowing for the work. Dr.
Wood's discoveries, which he proves by
statisties, show that in 1910-14 and in 1923-
27 the annual aveirnge production of export
commodities per head at the pre-war
price level increased by 6.6 per cent,
while the external interest charge on money
horrowed at the pre-war price level increazed
by 68 per cent., or by about 10 times as
much. In the appendix—this book was writ-
ten previous to the depression now affecting
us—Dr, Wood points out that in the final
analysis, the burden of overseas debts must
be sustained by the workers in all industries.
He gives figures te show that the interest on
the overseas debt per worker in 1916 was
£11.2. By 1927 it had inercased to £25.4.
The index of the felt burden per worker had
increased from 1000 in 1916 to 1842 in 1927,
The export prive index, which is more to
the point, was 1591 in 1916 and 2080 in
1927.  The probability is that by 1932 the
interest on the averseas debt had increased
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considerably on the £25.4 in 1927, while the
export price index, which in 1927 was 2080,
has probably fallen helow the 1591 at which
it stood in 1816. That goes to show that the
prospeets of Australia getting on the Lon-
don market for a loan are remote. The hook
indicates fairly clearly that trade cycles in
this eountry—that peculine phenomenon of
trade going from prosperity to recession,
from recession to depression, and from de-
pression to revival and then on to prosperity
again—is entirely due to our borrowings
overseas, 1 think that depressions every-
where have their initial impetus wmore or less
in governmental spending. The depression
we are now experiencing is, as William Mor-
ris Hughes recently stated, man-made. There
can be no question about that. It is man-
made, and man ecan find a remedy for it.
Undoubtedly there is n remedy. The depres-
sion, in my opinion, is due to a deliberate
plan on the part of powerfnl money groups
to depress price levels in order to increase
the value of their fixed money claims. A
couple of years ago the Rt. Hon. L. 5. Amery,
speaking at the annual mecting of the In-
stitnte of Mining and Jetallurgy, drew at-
tention to the huge amount of gold which
England owed to Ameriea. I think it was a
matter of 32 cubic feet of gold, hut 1 do
not recollect the total figure. What he said
was that this debt would have to he paid
in terms of goods and services. 1 a debt
has to he paid in terms of goods and ser-
vices, il should have to be paid to fthe cxtent
of goods and services that the gold would
buy when the loan was originally made. The
Rt. Hon. Reginald McKenna, some two
years ago, said that America had so much
gold that she could extend or restriet eredit
without veference to the gold movement, and
eonld control world’s price levels. When he
spoke of Ameriea having so much gold, Reg-
inald McKenna knew that it was not
America, but the people in America that had
the gold, and that it was the peopte in
America, the big powerfut financial groups,
who could depress price levels in order to
increase the value of their fixed money
glaims.

The Minister for Lands: There ave fewer
millionaires in America to-day than has been
the rase for a long time.

Mr. F. C L. SMITH: That does not make
much difference. There is a huge amount
of gold in that country.
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Hon. A. MeCallum: That adds to your
argument.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: i is remarkahle
that if we are off the gold standard, and
have departed from gold, there is still a
market for that commodity. Tt is not a
consumable substanee. There is still a sale
for it. It is going to some countries that re-
quire it. Why do they want it? They want
it for the purpose of using the power that
the gold gives them, and of concentrating
it in certain eapital cities of the world so
that they may direct banks to reduce over-
drafts and advances, bring about in-
flation, and generally depress price
levels for the purpose of inereasing
the value of their fixed money claims.
During the war every nation indulged in an
inflation of its eurrency. In doing this they
departed from the sound principles of Gov-
erninent. They mixed their monetary and
their fiscal policies. In this eountry the note
issue was increased from £9,000,000 to
£59,000,000. The inflation was not bronght
about simply by an increase in the note
issue, The Commonwealth Government itself
did not do much spending or purchasing with
the notes. The notes were paid into the
credit of the Government at the Common-
wealth Bank. There were, however, very
large purchases during that time of the
necessary commodities of war. They paid
the contractors whe supplied them with those
necessities by cheques, which were ultimately
paid into one of the Associated Banks. The
result of the eheques being continually drawn
on the Commonwealth Bank on behalf of the
- Government created an adverse halance be-
tween the banks that was always against the
Commonwealth Bank: and the notes printed
by the Government fo establish credit for
themseives, so that they could have a great
command over goods and serviees, finally
found their way into the vaults of the Asso-
ciated Banks, and the gold from those banks,
which was held by them by various devices,
was aftracted to the Treasury. Those notes
became the legal tender reserves of the
banks, and it was upon the legal tender re-
serves that advances were made, and credifs,
For which there was so much demand at the
time, were derived. The gold backing behind
the note issue, which was supposed to stand
at 25 per cent. of the note issue, was not only
answerable for the note izsue but for the
whole of the credit which had been created
upon these legal tender reserves by the
banks. The currency then became depreci-
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ated. As was said in the House the other
night, the pound note would not be worth
more than 10s. or 125, in Java. The index
figures rose from 100 in 1913 to 268, and
currency depreciated o a similar extent. The
note would not be worth half a sovereign.
Our Governments say they can do nothing.
They claim that the experts disagree, that
there is confusion of thought amongst those
who should know, as to what is the most
logieal solution of a problem of this kind
which arises out of curreney inflation that
should never have cecurred. When the note
issue is depreciated as a result of huge infla-
tion, is it not o logical solution to reduce the
gold content of the sovereign, or the gold
basis of that curreney, which each of the
notes is supposed to represent, until it has
a value in it equal to the value of the note!
Experts disagree and Govermaents say ther
can do nothing.  All that these powerful
financial money groups have te do is to put
up an expert here and there. One is to say
we eannot have inflation, another is to say
we must have a managed eutrency, another
says we must have o sterling group, and
another says we cannot solve the problem.
These experts are either paid to differ, or
they differ from some other motive. It is
not that they do not know this is the solu-
tion. It may not be the selution of all onr
difficultics. 1t is net a solution of the de-
pression that would ordinarily arise out of
a trade cyele, but it is a solution of the difli-
culties so far as they arise as a result of
inflation, Let one go fo any of the works of
the economists, wherein they write in eold
blood upon these matters. In the library the
other day 1 chanced upon a book “The Prin-
ciples of Economies.” 1 could have taken
up any other work on the same subject and
obtained the same result. This hook was
written by F. W, Taussig, a Henry Lee pro-
fessor of economies at the Harvard Uni-
versity. He is a man of some standing, and
ong to whom Gordon Wood ucknowledges his
indebtedness concerning the compilation of
the hook on borrowing and business in Aus-
tralia. What Taussig says has already been
dene in Franece, where they reduced the gold
content ot the frane, and brought about a
stability in prices and security for enter-
prise. The result is that gold is flowing to
Paris beecause TParis offers security for it. 1
heard it said in the Chamber the other uight
that Franee had so much gold. TFrance has
not an ounce of gold that belongs to it as a
nation. It all helongs to people, fo
some Who live in France, and to others who



G106

have sent it there for secority. Mueh of
the gold came from Spain, following upon
the revolution there, and other parcels wera
from other guarters. The security exists in
France, which is the only country in the
world fo landle upon a sound basis the
monetary problems arising out of inflation.

The Minister for Lands: It has not solvedl
the unempilovment problem, which is more
aeute there than almost anywhere.

Mr. . C. L, SMITH: Franee had not
more than 100,000 unemployed at the time
when Great [hitain had over 2,000,000,

The Minister for Lands: She has got them
now.

AMr. F. C. L. SMITH: And Germany had
3,000,000. The difliculties they are in with
regard to unemployisent, are not due to any
internal econowmy failuve or economie plan,
but result from the fact that other nations
have not adopted the same methods they
have, to give seeurity in their country, and
thus provide markets for their exports.
Taussig says—

A diflicult problem sowctimes presents itself
as to the way in which the return to a specie
basis shall take place, whether by resuming
the paper at ils faee value in speeie or at ity
market value. The fivst course has the braeing
effect of recognising a promise to pay as
veally a promise, and of meeting it to the Jet-
ter.  The sceond, huwever, may be more siab-
stantially equitable where the paper money
has been depreciated for a long time.

Our paper has been_depreciated for a long
time,

Then the injustice cansed between debters
iudd ereditors can no longer be undone. A pew
senccation has come on the seene, and las
wmade its engagements ou paper. To shift these
into specie engngements with a transition of
prices, presumably lower, is to imjure present
debtors as mueh as past ereditors were in-
jured, Hence, if paper is depreciated, say
one-third, and if it has heen depreciated to
this extent for many veurs, the mest cquitable
plan is to redeem it in gold at two-thirds its
nominal value. This is done most simply hy
creating a new ¢oin having two-thirds of the
gold content of the former coin. The existing
paper standard, and the existing range of
prices and incomes, are thereby recopnised once
for all, but are anchered for the future to a
firm speeic basis.

1t is my contention that if Great Britain
wanted to do rough justice to creditors and
debtors in the community, this is the plan

that should he adepted. It is no use
talking abomt a2 managed eurrency. There

must bear the
sovereign,

which
the existing

be a unit
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which is only a piece of gold of a
certuin weight and size, after all.  Britain
would do justice to debtors and creditors
alike by anchoring her prices to a firm
specie  basis, getting hack to gold, which
ig still the basis of trade and the standaxd
of value, and reducing the gold content of
the sovereign so that it would equal the
value of the inflated curreney on wbich the
country is now operating,

MISS HOLMAN (Forrest) {813]: [
have listened attentively to the present de-
bate, and also listened carefully to the de-
bate on wonemployment last week. I have
sought in vain for some recognition of our
ecomplaints from members who have spoken
irom the Government side of the Honuse.
Strange to say, practically everyone picked
npon what he thought was the support gives
to the prineiple of secession by a couple of
members on this side. Nothing else seems
to matter except that certain members have
said something which might he construed
inte being some kind of support to secees-
gion.  During the last year or two there
have heen a couple of slogan cries. In the
heginning of this Parliament, when the pre-
sent Glovernment assumed office, many people
expected a great deal from the promises
whieh had been made to the cleciors. We
lieard a lot about work for all. Then, “work
for all” heeame a little bit stale after a week
or two, when it was evident that work for
all was not going to result from the elec-

tions. Secession then heeame the harning
question. 'This, too, has hecome a little stale

during the last few months. We have not
read =0 much ahout it in the papers, and
we do nof hear so mueh said about it
But wnemployment is o very hurning ques-
tion with us. That does not seem to he ap-
prreciated by those who have spoken on the
olher side, for they have gone back to the old
cry of secession, and have tried to link up
the unemployment debate and the Address-
in-reply debate here with the secession ques-
tion. The arguments and complaints which
members on the Opposition side of the Honse
have tried to put before the Chamber are
worthy of some helter note and some better
recognition than have heen accorded to then.
Members opposite who have spoken on the
Address-in-reply kept silent indeed when we
were speaking aboni unemployinent. After-
wards, many of them got up and eompli-
mented the Government on the work they
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had done. This was on the one hand, hut
while they complimented the Govermment
{hey also trounced Ministers for some of the
thing~ done by the Government.  There
seem 1o he some membos whe try {0 ron
hefore o popular ery such as secession; but
the popular ery now is, according to Minis-

tertal wmembers who have spoken on  the
Address-in-reply, overlappmg  of  Federal

and Stare aetivities.  While several members
spoke on the subjeet of overlapping, the
newspaper= simultaneously published agticles
on the overlapping of Federal il Ktate
functions. The President of the Fmployers'
Federation publighed an article on the over-
lapping of Federal and State activities, The
Premier suml something ahour this overlap-
ping.  Meaniime the [federal Government
have decided that they will cut out sowe of
the uwverlapping by establishing a uniform
basie wace and uniform conditions for the
workers of the whole of Australin. So [
wias wornrdering whether this great noise about
overlapping of Federal and State functions
was intended to pave the way to a greater,
let us say, equality of sacrifice on the part

of the workers. I was wondering jus!
what would come ocut of all this talk
of overlapping. The memher for Swan

{Mr. Sampson) in his speech rambled all
over the world: he touched on Egvpt, and
the Continent, and the United States and
Canada. But he did nor toueh on Malta.
I wonder what Malta has done to the hon.
member just recently.  On this oceasion he
mizzed Maita. He did not touch unemploy-
ment «o Far as hiz electorate is concerned,
and he did not deign to answer the argu-
ments advaneed by this =ide. The member
for Willinms-Narrogin  (Mr. Doney} did
notice our arguments as to unemployment,
but contented himself with =avinz that we
d not made a case, and that not wne of
the member< on thiz side had said sufficient
to uphold his right to complain. [ desire to
inforin the member for  William--Navrogin
vublicly that if he will inzpect o Few papers
I have here, they will prove ta b that the
-nges put up by e, af auy iate, are gound
eases, and have abwolute fonndation.

M. Doney: 1 shall be delighted to see the
hon. member when the House rises,

AMr. Fanton: She will need an escort if
vou o with her.

Mivs HOLMAN: In this Hovse I am, as
has heen said on a previous oceasion, no
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ludy, bul simply a member.  Another hon.
member had the audacity to complain about
Ottawa and Mr. Brace. I am quite with that
hon. member. In my opinion, eversthing
he said about Mr. Bruce was justified. It
[ were able, 1 would say it in stronger terms
than those in whieh the hon. member said it.
As regards Mr. Bruee and the Ottawa con-
ference, we have hemd o great deal of what
Australia is sapposed 1o be getting from
that conference; but we have not yet henrd
the priee we shall have to pay for the con-
ference. We have been told thal possibly
Mr. Brace will go to the Old Country to axk
for a reduction of interest from the hond-
holders there; but seo far as authentir infor-
mation  ahout the matter is eoncerned, 1 do
rot think anything relinhle has yet bren
published. T, for one, am exceedingly dub-
ious ahout the henefits Australia will get
from the Ottawn conference. in a reeent
igsue of the “Daily News” we lhad o little
watning, and I fcel strongly on the matter
heeause it affects my distyiet most particu-
larlv. The warning referred to a possibility
of the Ottawa eonlerence putting an em-
bargo on the products of all State-owned
amd State-managed industries.  Let me say
that had it not been for Western Austip-
lin’s  Stale-vwaed  sawmills, there  woeukl
have bheen no timber industry at ail in
this  State  during  the past few  vears.
The State sawmills have vontinned working.
and have kept about G600 emplovees woing.
The State sawmills have done their best, and
they arve still an asszet to the State. Tf we
are going to be debarred from sclling State
products, the State =awmills of Western
Australia are going to suffer. I am waiting
anxiousty to learn partienlars of what we
shall have to poy for the doubtful guins
which we may be going to get from the
Ottawa conference. [ 1epresent a large part
of this State. My clectorate is curiously
shaped, and very long, reaching from Jarrah-
dale, wliich Ix about 35 wiles from here, to
the other side of Downvbrook: and it
spreads over all kinds of country. Tt has, 1
snppose, the most varied interests of any
electorate in Western Australia. [ can start
at Donuybrook, where apples are grown for
export, and can go up to Benger, where
potatees are grown, and al<o tobaceo. At
Dwellingup, too, tohbaceo is grown. Timber
is produced in other parts of the Forrest
electorate.  Forrest also has great datrying
interests. Therefore T zay that the interests
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of the electorate are highly varied, while the
electorate itself is huge. Brunswick June-
tion is one of the prineipal towns in the
Forrest electorate. It is a town that is
served greatly by irrigation works which are
being earried out. In a few years, I expect,
production in that part of the State will be
so intense that we shall he wondering, far
more anxiously than to-day even, where mar-
kets are to be found for the resulfs of that
intense eultivation. Nestle’s Company, as
has been mentioned here, have established a
fine factory and a new industry near
Waroona. T should like to have had that
tactory at Brunswick Junetion. Somehow,
it has missed Brunswick Junction, and is at
Waroona. I am glad for Warcona, but sorry
for Brunswick, Junetion. Brunswick June-
tion has fwo water schemes and an irrigation
scheme. There has just been an increase in
the water allowance ta the people in the
town; and there is another water scheme
just outside the town, where there are only
about a dozen subseribers. They pay a rate
of £16 per year. They would not mind this,
but sometimes theve is no water. In IPeb-
rnary last, T believe, for about three weeks
there was no water at all in that scheme just
ountside the town. The rate was formerly
£12 per annum, but it has been raised {o £16.
That is one of our complaints. We have a
few complaints, as no doubt has every elee-
torate in the State. At Brunswick Junction
there is a refreshment room, and the lady
who at present leases that refreshment room
pays a rent of £9 per week. She has found
it impossible to get a reduction. The rent
" vemaing at £ per week, although the train
service has been considerably reduced, and
everybody knows there is depression all
around. The lady who conduets the refresh-
ment room has spent a good deal of money
on her plant, but she is refused any redue-
tion of vent. I do not know how true it is,
hut 1 am told that some of the metropolitan
railway refreshment rooms pay the same
rent, £9 per week, or even less. I am just
woing over these complaints hastily, hecause
T do not wish to take up too much of the
time of the House. There is another com-
plaint, with reference to the Act for relief
of tenants. As regards this measnre, coun-
try disabilities are heavy. If a person wants
to secure relief under that Act, he or she has
to travel to the nearest police court. Now, if
a person cannot afford to pay the rent, and
has no resources whatever, how is he or she
to get the money to travel to, say, the Bun-
bury court or the Pinjarra court? 1 men-
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tion this matter beeause two instances of the
kind have already occurred, and we have had
to lind, somehow or other, the money for
those people to go and ask for relief. There
is another State trading eoncern in the For-
rest electorate—a State hotel. Since they
were estahlished, the State hotels have paid a
lot into the Treasury. Last year I think the
net profit was abont £3,000, notwithstanding-
a very bad year. There is one point I want
to make about the State hotel in my
electorate. T would like to see some of the
money made by that State hotel spent in the
district. Unfortunately, most of the sup-
plies for the hotel are brought from Perth.
Also unfortunately, it is impossible to obtain
a donation or anything of that kind from the
State hotel.

The Minister for Lands: You do, now.

MISS HOLMAN: No. Any other hotel-
keeper could put his hand in his pocket

and  say, “Here is a donation for
something or other”; but the State

hotel has to send all its profits to Perth.
L stand for State hotels, but 1 do want some
of the money spent by the people of the
district distributed in the distriet by way
of pirchase of supplies. At present the
State hotel does not purchase loeally any
supplies except such as eannot possibly be
brought cheaply enongh from Perth. Speak-
ing generally T wish to mention that there
are a couple of things requiring atfeution
by the Government. In looking over the ve-
ports laid on the Table of the House I
noticed that of the Chief Protector of Abor-
igines, From that document it seems to me
that the coloured girls in this State are
net getting sufficient protection. I desire to
point out to the Government that it would
he a very good thing to afford those girls
all the protection that can possibly be secured
for them.

The Minister for Lands: I understand
that in fact they ave getting too much pro-
tection, and that that is the trouble.

Miss HOLMAN: I do not mean the same
gort of protection as that. May I be per-
mitted to read a paragraph of the Chief
Protector’s report—

Of the 83 coloured girls sent out to employ-
ment hy the department during the past three
years, no less than 30 have been rcturned en-
eeinte. The fathers of eight of the children
born are, like the mothers, ecoloured, bui in 22
cases they are white men. Tt is hardly ever
poagible to reecover maintenance in these cases

because the men’s names arc very often not
known to the girls, and false names are also
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given, Neveral married men were eoncerbed,
which ruriher complicates the position. The
law dors not sufliciently protect these girls,
as I have frequently pointed out,

The Jaw should protect these girls, and the
Government should see to it that that pro-
tection is accorded the half-caste and col-
oured girls throughout the State. They have
been taken away from their natural environ-
ment and, to a certain extent, they have
been well educated, Some are indeed clever,
and ecertainly some steps should be taken
to provide them with adequate protection.
Passing on to other maiters, I am sorry
that the Government have seen fit te abolish
the State PPsychologieal Department. 1 also
desire o protest against the conditions ob-
taining at the Central Girls’ School in
Jdames-strect. It is over-crowded; the play-
ing grounds are totally inadequate; there
are too many girls attending the school. I
understand a large block is being ent up
at Kast Perth, and that bloeck would he suit-
able for a central sehgol. The Edueation
epartment owns part of the block and it
should not be difienit for the Government
to ercet a mew school there and to retain
the other hlocks for play-grounds. Tt is
well known to all members that the James-
street quarter of the eity is not a desirable
leeality in whiech voung pirls should he
allowed to walk about. Particnlarly since
the depression, that part of the city has
heeome alinost completely s foreion quarter.
It 15 impossible for wvoung girls to walk
along the streets there without having re-
marks addressed to them by foreigners,
There are many decent forcigners, but there
are many who are not in that category.
That faci is recogmised by the teachers at
the school becanse any girl who desires to
go home for innch has fo get a signed permit
from the teacher, and has {o return it after
lunch. If it is not returned by 1.25 p.m, a
search is made, and shonld the search prove
unsuceessful, the girl’s parents are nofified
of her absence. That svrely proves conclu-
sively that the locality is not a desirable one
for a girls” school. With all the land that
is avamlable in the metropolitan area, it
should be possible for the Government to
provide a central school with decent play-
ing grounds, in a suitable environment. No
donuht the school itself is a zood one, but
the Incality is not & fit or proper place where
voung girls mav be educated. Moreover,
the young people have to travel to various
parts of the mefropolitan area on sports

410

days, and conseyuently much of the time
allocated for sport is taken up in travelling
{rom the sechool to the grounds where the
girls can play tennis, hockey, basket ball or
aome other game. The Minister for Fdues-
tion should give consideration to this mat-
ter, and should study the recommendations
of the various edueational commissions that
have investigated such subjects as those to
whith I have referred. Particularly should
he consider the report of the Haddow Com-
mission, the members of which reported to
the British Government. Their recommen-
dations  denlt with primary edueation, and
also the edueation of adoleseents, The maiu
rceommendations were that modern schools
should be built—we should do that, too—
and that preparation should be made to
raise the school age, In thiz State we have
always complimented ourselves upeon the
standard of our soecial work. We are lag-
ging far behind when it comes to considera-
tion of the school leaving age, In South-
West Atviea, the Transvaal, the Orange
Free State, and some of the States of the
U.8.A,, in Ontario, Nova Scotia, Lettonia.
Rumania and Turkey, the school leaving
age is 16 vears. To one of the TUnited States
the age is fixed at 18 years.

The Attorney General: Do vou mean that
the children are compelled to attend school
until they are 18 years of age?

Miss HOLMAN: Yes. In California,
children are compelled to remain at schooi
until that age. Tn the Union of South
Afriea. and Natal, Chili, Urvguay, Hon-
duras, Panama, Alherta, British Columbia.
Saseatchewan, Esthonia, many of the Swiss
Cantonments, and Yugo-Slavia, the leaving
age is 13 years, and in many of the English
distriets it is 15 or 16 vears.

The Attorney General: Compulsory?

Miss FOLMAX: Yes, We have
this to our credit abt least, that there
are mnot many countries where at-
tendance at rehool is  ecompulsory

te an age helow that adopted in this State,
which is 14 vears. We ean say that our
compulsory school age is equal to that of
Eruatorial Afries, where it is also 14 vears.

Mr. Kenneallv: That is throwing bouquets
at the Minister.

The Attorner General: But what about
my predecessors? This scandalous state of
affairs has heen going on for quiie a lonw
time.

Miss HOIMAN. The Minister for Eda-
eation in the Labonr Government was prz-
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paring to raise the school leaving age to 15
vears, but he bad o vaeate oflice.

The Attoruey General: Ts that so?

Hon. P. Collier: Did you not find that
out?

The Atterney CGieneral: No.

Hou. F. Collier: Well, the information is
on the files.

The Attorney General: We have hemn
falking about it for many years,

Miss HOLAMAN: Now we find it is sug-
wested we are to saerifice our system of in-
tant education and raise the age at whieh
a child must attend school so as to enabje
us to make the leaving age higher as well,
We will, I presume, replace our valuable
=vstem of infant teaching with some hastily
vonecived scheme by which the school leav-
ing age will be raised.

The Attornev Gencral:

Miss HOLMAN:
tion.

The Attornev General:
hear that?

Miss TOLMAN: It was published in the
Press.

The Attorney General: By whom?

Miss HOLMAN: The “West Australian®
published it some weeks ago.

The Attorney General: But whose sug-
westion was it?

Miss HOLMAN: T did not sav that the
Minister made it.

The Attorney General: You spoke as
though the Government had made the sng-
westion,

Ar. Kenneally: It is just as well to tackle
a suhject that is raised publiely.

The Attorney General: Rxactly, but not
convey the suggestion that the Government
are responsible.

Miss HOLMAN: In the past we have
noticed that what is mooted in the “West
Anstralian” one day, almost certainly he-
comes the policy of the Government the next
day.

Hon. P. Collier: The Government take
their orders from the “West Australian.”

Miss HOLAAN: If the Government dr-
sive to Lurther the inferests of our educs-
tional system, they should re-open the Train-
ing  College at Claremont, re-establish the

Who said that?
That was the sugges-

Where did yon

¢pntinuation  elasses, and build the right
{ype of modern schaols. We have the
necessary  standard of teachers and the

cquipment ¢an he provided, When we do
that, then we ean raise the school leaving
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age to the level adopted in other countries.
During the eourse of the debate this week,
I notteed members opposite were prone tn
pay compliments to the work of our school
ieachers, T also would like to compliment
{hem on the hard work they have been
carrying out, often under distressing eon-
ditions. When T listened to the speeches of
Government members, 1 wondered whethry
there was any connection between their com-
pliments and the fact that a conference of
tenchers was being held at the same time.
I wondered at eompliments now, hearing in
mind that the Government have refused to
rectify the teachers’ complaints at other
{imes. We have heard a lot about the Pre-
imiers’ Plan, and we were told its ohjeet wasz
te restore prosperity and seeure many other
lrenefieial results. 1 do not know that it has
aceomplished anything very creditable so
far.  Our womenfolk are suffering severeiy
in eonsequence of the PPlan. At Subiaco we
have a very fine institution—the King Ed-
ward Memorial Hospital for Women. There
is bhut the one institution, and, therefore, its
advantages cannot be available fo all the
women who require such attention as is pro-
curable there. Due Lo the rednction in the
maternity allowanee through the operations
of the Premiers’ Plan, the hospitalzs aml
women are being penalised. For instance,
the time that a woman may go to the hos-
pital and reain there has been reduced by
one day to halance the reduction made in

the maternity allowanee.  That is a dis-
graceful thing, and when the financial

emergeney legislation is aguin hefore the
House, Ministers should be made fo
realize that that sort of thing eannal be
tolerated. The Government will feel the
cffects themselves in eonsequence of the ap-
plieation af the Premiers’ Plan with its so-
called cquality of saerifice.  They will feel
it through the deereased pension pavments.
The cffect will bhe fell ot the Old Men's
Home, and the 0ld Women's Home, but it
will be felt more by the old people whe will
have to live on 15s. a weck where formerly
they were barely able to subsist on 17s. 6d.
i week.  Many points have been raised dny-
ing the course ol the speeches we have lieard
during  the dcebate, and I should like to
answer many of them, hut that is Jmpos-
sible. Ome point 1 will refer to iz the state.
ment made hy one menther sifting v the
Government side of the 1louse who -aid that
eirls should not he cmployed to the ¢<-insion
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of men who desired work. The renedy for
that i~ to give girls equal pay for equal
work. There are many girls who are sup-
porting their families and who have no hope
whatever of living on the wazes paid to
them. The member tor Leederville (Mr.
Panton) gave particulars of one home where,
because the vouny wivl was earning o small
wage, her father and brothers eould not
secure sustenance, There i3 a vemedy for
that.  The employers shoulld provide eqgual
pay for equal work, thereby giving the wivls
an cqual chanee with the men.  1f that were
done, all would be dealt with arcording to
their mevit<.  The Governor's Speech i<
not long and [ cannot be aceused of orie-
inality it [ suy there is nothing nch in it.
Others liave made that statement, hut what
there i« mainly coneerns the Soulh-West.
There arve paragraphs dealing with irriga-
tion, foreste, the dnirving industry and agri-
cuilture, but there is not much regarding les-
islatton to he placed hefore us during the
sessiott.  The hospitals in my electorate are
a greaf asset to the community, and the Min-
ister for Health has helped us considerably.
We desire still more help.  The hospital at
Dwellingup serves the surrounding country
and about half a cdozen mills, The pro-
vision of an X-ray plant is essentinl. There
are many accidents, and it would save the
cogt of the patients being sent all the way
to Perth at great expense, and with consid-
erable pain to themselves. We wish to have
an X-ray plant at the Dwellingup hospital.
Tt will eost only £375 for a2 Watson-Caldwell
onc-unit outfit, and we think the Minister
might treat us as well in this ¢ase as he has
done in some other cases, and give us the
outfit.  We have done a great deal to help
ourseives tn regard to the hospitals in the
trmber distriets.  We have the Jarrahdale
lio=pital, which at present is heing kepl go-
ing with the help of the Minister. Then we
have the Mornington hospital and the Dwell-
ingup hospital, both of them fine institu-
tions.  Each zucceeding Minizier for lea'th
has said that hospitals in the timber districts
are conductzd well and to the best advan-
tage. We lave tried to help ourselves, We
bove carvied out loval appeals. The people
are very good, but in these times of
depre<sion they eannot help as myeh a= they
dist in thmes gone by, so we wish for more
assistance from the Govermment. We would
have procured the X-rav outfit for Dwell-
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ingup ourselves had the depression not hit
us so hard, or if the people had heen uble
to earry out their sweep= and art unions as
in the past.  Although they are still tiving
to help themselves as mueh as possible, they
have not been able to get this X-ray plant
which they so much desive.  Theve is, 1 be-
lieve, an X-ray plant at Pinjoavea, but I think
Dwellingup is more entitled to one than is
Pinjarra, for at Dwellingup, unfortnnately,
we have great possibilities of acrident. The
hospital at Morningion has been hit by the
depression, and the Minister has helped us
to keep it going.

The Minister for Health: Surely there is
no neetdd to mention hospitals in your dis-
trict.

Miss TTOLMAN : 1 do not say that, but 1
do say that if the Minister will give us this
X-ray plant, we will not axk him for any-
thing else for at teast one or two mails atter,

Hon. [, Collier: You cannot refuse that,
My, Minister. Have a heart!

Miss IJOLMAN: It ix interesting to nete
in the daily Press and to hear from members
references to Communists. T suppose T have
been brought up in polities, for I have been
in polities with my father and my friends
ever sinee I was a little girl.

Hon., P. Collier: That is not a long time.

Miss HOLMAXN: Jt is too long to talk
aghout. I suppose T am a freak in my =ex.
hecause evervhody knows my age, and 1 do
not eare. But it is amusing to look hack
and remember that some vears ago the
LW.W, was the horrible bogey in this coun-
trv. Then we had red-ragism, and the Social-
ists, and the socialistie tiger and then the
Soviet, and now we have the Communists.
There ts always somebody or zomething of
the sort to point te. 1 understand there is
now a possibility of the setting up of a re-
serve police force to denl with these terrible
Communists. But 1 say the people of this
State, when uanemploved and hungry and
suffering unjust eonditions, =hould not e
characterized as Communists merely because
they kiek and refuse to be treated as dogs.

Mr. Marshall: They are not nearly as well
eatered for ag are many dogs in this city.

The Minister for Railways: Are you speak-
ing from experience?

Miss HOLMAN: During the eourse of
the debate we have had some references
made to land settlement. Land settlement
has already heen introduced and carried out
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in some of the timber districts. We have
around Whittaker's Mill ‘some of the swamp
land made available to settlers, several of
whom have done very well on their blocks,
while others still requirve
Dwellingup one family is growing tohacco,
and were paid 2s. per Ib. for their erop last
vear. Around the timber mill at Argyle
some scttlement is established, and there is
settlement at Jarrahdale, Tt is a very good
idea to have these small plofs -made avail-
able, for the men at the mills can pyt in their
spare time aitending to their little plots, It
means a stake in the eountry for them. But
the assistanee given to them is not worth
very much. Tor instance, that family grow-
ing tobaeeo at Dwellingup are six in number.
They require food, elothes, manore for their
cultivation, everything necessary to earry on
with, while as a matter of fact they cannot
feed themselves on the £1 per week they are
receiving.  Again at Holyoake a man with
a small holding asked for assistance, and the
reply he got was that the Agriculfural Bank
could take no new eclients. In another in-
stance a man who had several heehives ap-
plied for assistanee, and the reply was that
hecause of the income he would get from his
bees his request conld not be granted. All
those people want is to he able to carry on
their work. Men and women in the timber
districts ave not loafers. They want to work
and to look after themselves. Thev have not
left their districts, as the member for Nelson
(Mr. J. H. Smith) savs his eonstituents have
done. In wy electorate are hundreds of sus-
tenance workers. The timber industry has
been hit harder than any other industry, but
the people in it, instend of coming to town,
have stayed in their own district and tried to
work out their own salvation. Certainly we
have made complaimnts, and in many instanees
we have waited a long while for the replies,
which quite frequently are not at all satis-
factory. I am informed that the Minister
for Tndustry has given a reply to our last
deputation, but as I have not seen that reply
I cannot ecmment upon it.

The Minister for Industry: Good strategy
on my part.

Miss HOLMAXN: No doubt it is. The
Minister is well able to put strategy over his
deputationists.

The Minister for Industry: But T cannot
stand flattery.

Miss HOLMAN: The Minisier has not
much cause to be afraid, for on my previous
experience I have no reason to flatter

assistance. At~
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him on his replies. .The timber industry is
in a very parlous condition at present. We
have hundreds and hundreds of timber
workers who are not able to work. Last
night the member for Nelson said that if the
rovalty were to be removed from the timber,
and if the Forests Department were to
invite Millars to take the forests and de
as they liked with them, Millars would
immediately open up all their mills.
Of Millars' mills in my electorate, only
Mornington is working, and that i3 omly
part-stafied. Nanga Brook eclosed on the
10th February, since when it has worked
for only seven weeks. The State mills have
heen working all the time—not full time, bt
at least all the time—and T commend them
for it.  Bot Millars’ mills have not heen
working. The member for Nelson hlamed
the royaity for that. But my experience ang-
gests that the royalty has nothing to do with
it. The Jarrahdale mill clesed at Christ-
mas, 10830, The people there blamed the
royalty charged by the Fovests Department
for the closing of the mill. We held a publie
meeting at which a number of Millars'
officers were present. During the course of
the meeting T asked those officers was it on
account of the royalty that the mill had
been closed. They said it was not. I asked
them whether, if we could get the royalty
removed, they would re-open the Jarrahdale
mill, but they would not say that they would
re-open it. So far as I know, the royalty
has nothing to do with Millars keeping their
mills elosed, and T am sure that if the whole
of the royalty were removed to-morrow, Mil-
iurs would not re-open their mills. Tn the
past AMillars had the best concessions tha:
could be given them by the departinent. In
that respect.I have only to quote the Jarrah-
dale coneession, which Millars had for 50
vears at a rental of only £50 per annum.
Yet they did not put a stick of timber on
that land, did nothing to repair the rav-
ages and make up the money they were
sending out of the country to their overseas
sharcholders. The member for Nelson last
night eriticised the Forests Department and
the reforestation work being done hy the
department. I should like to know what he
has to say about this reproductive work
going on in his electorate. I have here a
letter which T was not going to use, but in
view of the hon. member's speech last night
T think T am entitled to do so. The letter



{31 Avgrsr, 1932.]

was addressed to me from PPemberton and
read—

. I am writing to ask if you can do anything
in regard to this matter. There are a num-
ber of men working on part-time sustenance
here, and although our roads are mutely ask-
ing to be made and repaired, for some weeks
uow the men have been engaged working om
the new golf links.

The member for Nelson ecriticised the re-
forestation work and said the money should
be spent on reproductive work—on this, that
and the other; one wonld have thought he
was going to remake the world—but in his
own district the reproductive work heing
done is to make new golf links.

Hon. P. Collier: Following the example
of Canberra.

Miss TIOLMAN : The letter continned—

I saw by the ““West’’ that all unemploved
were to he engaged on reprodpetive work, bhut
I Ao not think that the golf links can he
classed under that heading.

The Minister for Railways: They lose a
golf ball now and again and golf balls have
to be reproduced,

Hon. P. Collier: And now and again they
smash sticks which would have to be repro-
duced.

Miss HOLMAN: I am not criticising the
work. AN T wish to say is that when the
member for Nelson eriticises reforestation
work, he should first Ieok in his own back-
yard. In reforestation work there is seope
for the employment of a considerable num-
ber of men. The reason why this work pre-
sents such scope is that between the estab-
lishment of timber export about 1844 and
the initiation of a policy for the protection
and regeneration of the forests, such a long
period elapsed. The first policy in the way
of regeneration and proteclion was not
adopted until about 1920, and to make
up the leeway beeame an urgent problem.
I do not agree with evervthing heing done
by the Forests Department: I do not
agree with everv part of their poliey,
but I do sav that reforestation is
very important work. Although 20 vears ago
our forests were supposed to he inexhaust-
ible, they are by no means inexhaustible to-
day. Only a very small area of virgin for-
est is left. We have only abhout 3,000,009
acres of State forest left, and something
must be done to provide for the timber re-
quirements of future generations. The
Collier Government did much fo ensure a
continuity of timher sapplies. The present
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Government are just carrving on that work.
T dare say some of the work is heing done
very hastily. The Forests Department ofli-
cials are helping the Govermmment consider-
ably to absorb mumbers of the unemployeld
that the Government are advertising daily
as heing placed in employment. No doubt
the plans, in many instances, ave very
hastily drawn. The Government have rushed
into plans for the employment of the work-
less as quickly as they rushed into the group
settlement mess, and in some respeets they
are making just as big a mess of it.

Hon. P. Collier: A hard thing fo say.

Miss HOLMAN: The output of the tim-
ber industry must he regulated. The output
depends on the volume of timber in the for-
est, on the number of vounyg trees growing,
on the number of standing trees and ou
other aspeets. The contention that the voyal-
ties are crippling the indnstry is not borna
out by facts. Timber is the raw material
used in development and maintenance work,
and in all countries the development work
has stopped and the maintenance work is
heing barely coped with. The member for
Nelson insinuated that we were the only coua-
try feeling the pinch, and he ascribed the
reason to the heavy royalties being charged
hy the Forests Department. The timber trade
throughout the world is feeling the pinch,
Just as is every ofher industry. T shonid
Iike to read an extract from “The Monthly
Summary of the League of Nations” for
April, 1932, page 127—

A dclegation of the Eeonomic Committee,
composed of M. Schuller (Auastria), Chair-
man, M. Delezal (Poland), and M. Posse
(Germany) proceeded, from April 25th to 27th
to a consultation of experts on timber frade
and indusiry with a2 view to determining the
cause of the crisis in this branch of economie
activity and finding remedies.  The Inter-
national Institute of Agriculture was repre-
sented by its President, M, de Michelis, and
experts from the following countries took part
in the consuitation:—Austria, Canada, Czecho-
slovakia, Findand, France, Germuny, Great
Britain, Italy, Lithuania, the Netherlands, Po-
land, Roumania, Sweden, the Union of Social-
ist Soviet Republies, nand Yugoslavia.

The experts described the situation as re-
girds the timber trade and industry in their
countrics. The depression in the timber trade
being due to a thorough lack of balance bhe-
tween production and econsumption, thev ex-
pressed their convittion that, in present cir-
cumstances, exporting countries should econ-
sider agreements in regard to the quantities
to be exported,

The experts of the northern countries de-
cidedl to open up negotiations forthwith, A
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general aneeting of all the exporting and im-
porting: countries conceined  has  been  sun-
moned to meet al Vienna on Joaue 9th, The
ol jeet of this mecting s 1o fix distribution
and import gquoins. The agenda alwo includes
a fresh proposal for the ereation of un iuter-
national timber lrade offive to regulate trade
botween exporiing awl mporting  eountries.

The Chodyman of the Eeonomte Committoe
saidd that he wonlid dyaw the Couneil’s at{en-
tion te the intersations]l importanee of this
stetion n the o resent eircumstane s,

If the member for Xelson needs any furiher
convincing vegarding the usefnlness of the
work of the Forest: Departinent, he shonl.!
go o the department and inform Wmself of
the work. e would find that good work
is being done for future genervations. The
children of the timber people have as mucn
right to expeet eontinuity in their work as
have any other people. It would be a very
short-sighted poliey to take out the hest that
remains in our forests and replace nothing.
In the past the land was alienated without
any sort of inspection. [t was held 2s a sort
of speculation until timber reached such a
jprice that it eould he protitably sold. I do
ot agree with all that the Forests Dlepart-
ment are doing: 1 do not agree with the
way in which some of the work is being
earvied out, bhut in the ranks of the fovestry
supervisors are many old timher workers
who should know what to do, and who surely
cannot be aceused of just staying there and
wasting the money of the country. We hopa
that when normal times veturn the demand
for timber will be greater, and that when
the ccuntries that have heen nsing our flooc-
ing and other timber settle down a littls,

they will begin to use our timber again.,
The Fastern States werve largely buye-s
of our =seantling and small timber. The

depression hit them: the bnilding trad:
has gone down, and we now have no market

in the Fastern Statez.  Still, we hope for

hetter times, and when they return we do’

not want to have to cut ont the remainder
of our virgin forests and then have to look
to other countries for supplies for our own
needs.  Soewetimes when T travel through the
farming areas and see a big farm denuded
of every stick of timber, 1 wonder how the
farmers are going to Larve in future when
they want wood. T do not think it is right
or proper to clear out the whole of the tim-
ber, regardless of future need=. Indiserim-
inate and unconirolled entting has been the
curse of the timber industry in the past.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PForests Departinent muost control  the
industryr. | have spoken in snpport of land
settlanent around the timber mills. 1 have
had actnal experience that the Forests De-
partment and Lands Departiment will ineuire
into the land avound mills, We have already
had a survevor frowm the Lauds Department
arvundd the Hoffwan Al to determine what
land is available. The people say they would
like atens of 160 acres on which te undes-
tzke dairving. There ave no patches of that
extont, but there ave simall patehes of five
or ten acres where people might he able to

eary on while rveeeiving other  assistance.
The worker in Whittaker’s JMill  whom I
quoted has 25 acves— five  acres of  good

swamnp land and 20 acves of hill Tand, i is
supposed o he worth abont 17s. Gd. per acre.
e will bave about three aeres eleared for
cropping this yemr and when it is fenced the
value of the land will be £5 an aeve.  But
men of that kind eannot get on without as-
sistance. | koow the Forests Department
have given blocks and allowed people to set-
tle on them, but we eannot expeet them to
make available bloeks earrying good timber
that may he required in the near future. I
shanld like to mentton that out of all the
mills in my eleetorate only the Moran-
ington, Holyveake, No. 4 State, Wuaraming
and the Railway mills are working,  All the
rest are closed down, buat the people whe
were Tormedy cmployed have not come to
Pertli.

Hon. A, MeCallum: Are all
named Covernment mills?

Miss HOLMAN: Holyvoake, No. 4 State,
Wuraming and Railway mill at Dwellingup
are Government mills.  They are working
five davs a weck, though they were down to
fowr, and part ol the time, to three days, hut
theyv have been warking thronghout.  What
the State ean do in that way, private owners
shonld also he able to do. Private owners
have nof given suflicient consideration to the
country that as given them so much money,
and [ should like to see them enmpelled by
the Government to earvy on work of some
kind in their mills. T was very pleased in-
deed to hear the member for Nelson an-
nonnee that the State Sawmills wonld not be
put up for tender.

Hon. A. McCallmn: Where did he gef that
information?

Miss HOLMAN: T do not know, but he

vou have

~nid it with a semblance of aunthority.
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Hon. A. MeCallum: He siid he got it af
a meeting,

Miss FIOLMAN:
meeting.

Mr. Kenneally: Surely they do not hold
caueus mectings!

The Minister tor Railways: Perhaps at a
meeting of the party.

Miss HOLMAN: 1 wish to refer to sleeper
cntters and the disahilities under which thev
have suffered for a long time. In the Arbi-
tration Court recently the president said
there had heen a case in the lecal court
under the Masters and Servants Act in
whieh sleeper eutters had sued the purchas-
ers of their slecpers for wages. After judg-
ment had heen given in the case, there was
an appeal under the provisions of the Jus-
tices Act to the Supreme Court, hut the ap-
peal was not allowed. It is very unjust thut
sleeper cutters should be unahle to sue for
their wages, or allowed te ecome under the
Masters and Servants Act. I propose to de
my best to remedy this anomaly at seme
future date. The burning question of un-
employment, that was so well ventilated last
week, is still a burning question with most
of us. I have heen interested to hear from
Ministers bv way of inferjection, that the
standard of living for our suffering people
in this State is higher than it is in any other
part of the Commonwealth., T have heen
reading the report laid on the Table of the
House dealing with gaols. T see that the
per capita cost of maintaining prisoners in
this State, taking all gaols into accoun:,
from 1928 to 1929 was £86, from 1929 to
1930 it was £81 1. 3d., and from 1930 to
1931 it was £67 1ds. 7d. Takinr only Fre-
mantle and Rottnest from 1928 to 1929 it
was £30 14s. 6d., between 1929 and 1930 it
was £84 7s. 10d., and between 1930 and 1931
it was £72 10s. 6d. Many of our people
bave only Ts. a week allowed to them, bul
il costs 26is. per week to maintain a prisonsr
in gapl.

Hon. A. MceCallum: And he has his rent
free.

Miss HOLMAN: Yes, rent, water, rates,
ete., free.

Mr. Parker: And attendance.

Miss FIOLMAXN: At Fremantle and Rott-
nest the weckly cost oi a prisoner iz ahout
27z, 0d. Teople who have not got into gaol,
and are supposed to he good and reputable
citizens and good workers, are entitled to

Perbaps at a eaucus

get at least ‘the standard of living enjoved
by a prisoner at Fremantle,

Hon. A. MeCallun: We
standard down there.

Miss HOLMAXN: Yes, but it is quite
different standard when it comes to allow-
ances for persons out of work., Childrea
over 14 are not allowed anything. T know
of a man with a large family. Fle was worl:-
ing at the Nanga Brook mill. 1 eould not
gel anylhing for his zons, any worlk or any
sustenance. T was told that as the falher
was receiving the basic wage, the department
could do nothing for his family. Sometimes
an allowance is made for one person over
the age of 14, but the majority of units of
families who are over 14 reccive nothing.

AMr. Kenneally: They cease to need any-
thing to eat when they reach the age of 14.

Miss HOLMAN: Either they cease to cut
anything, or they have to share the little
that is available for other members of the
familv. Before people can get sustenance
they have to be destitute. If they have a
few pounds in the bank they have to wai
until it is all gone, and then have to go on
waiting until the department arc satisfied
that they are indeed destitute. This delay
may run inte several weeks, especially in the
case of countrv people.  Tf a person has
sons o grown-np daughters he ¢annot ges
anything. T know of one family in which
there was a grown-up daughter trained as a
nwurse.  She eould uot get work, hut, because
certain members of the family were earn-
ing a few shillings a weck, she was denied
sny assistance herself. If a single man
takes on work he has to zo completely off
sustenance, and has to wait a long time,
when his work is done, hefore he can get
hack to it again. 1t is not a matter ol de-
claving how mueh he earned while he was at
work and then antomatically going back to
sustenance.  Ele has to be taken virht off it,
and  go thvough the whole business of
getting on to it again. 1 know there
i= often only one policeman in a coun-
try district, and it takes a long tima
before applications in town are approved.
This is not the fault of the officer.
e has to visit outlying centres on horse-
buck and this is all extra work for him.
I blame the sysiemi. There should he less
centralisation. There should be a hetter
way of giving sustenance when it is re-
quired rather than that people should be
kept waiting about for an indefinite period,

have a hign
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depending on thetr neighbours who very
often are living on sustenance themselves.
The Agricultural Bank is giviog assistance
to the extent of £1 a week, but that is not
enough. People who have taken up blocks
of land should be encouraged to remain upon
them, t¢ grow their own vegetables, and
otherwise help themselves. They shouid not
be forced to eome to town and go on {o sus-
tenanee, If the department wonld give them
n stistenance allowance and allow them to
work their bloeks, many would be satisfied.
A pound a week is not enough to keep a
family. If there are six in a family thev
¢annot possibly live upon it. We want re-
lief to he applied generally in the South-
West. We do not want diserimination he-
tween the amounts the road boards are pay-
ing. We want the people to have a chance
of eamning this £1 a week extra so that
they may have an opportunity to bur some
elothing. At Nannnp, Jarrahwood, Jardee
and other arens further south, there are
many people who have been thrown out of
the timher industry, and who stand in need
of this £1 a week extra so that they mav
huy clothing. In many cases we want roads
more than we want reforestation. In cer
tain districts for a full family the maximum
allowanee is 35s. 2 week, no matter how
large the family is, I do not want the roads
to be made af the expense of the people re-
ceiving relief. [ wonld sooner have people
on reforestation work reeciving the £1 extrn
a  week. ANl should have an  equal
chance of getting it. I hope some of the
things we have referred to during this de-
Late will receive eonsideration at the hands
of the (rovertment. We do not want to be
unreagonuble, The timber workers are nat
loafers. All they want is work. Most of
thetn have refrained from coming to Perth,
hut they want a fair share of the work
that is available in the country. We want
propoer treatment for them. The Speech is
not =atisfactory so far as we are concerned,
und does not hold out any hope of sclving
the unemployment difficulty. I do not know
that it makes much reference to the matter.
We ure not pulting forward these sugges-
tions in any spirit of criticism, except where
criticism is deserved. We want the Gov-
erunent to take notice of our suggestions
and try to remedy the evils that have
occurred. TE we did not desire them to be
remedied we should certainly not refer to
them.

[ASSEMBLY.]

MR, PIESSE (I<atanning) [9.26]: When
one has vead the Speech of His Excelleney
the Lieut.-Governor, one cannot but cowe to
the eonclusion that the cocument has heen
rohbed of muech of its usual interest because
of the fact that it deals mostly with the past
year's doings, with which most members are
alrendy acquainted. When one reviews the
past vear, and espeeially its beginning, one
caunol say that the Government were ex-
pected to delve into the future and promise
new beneficial legislation, or the removal of
those difficulties in which Western Australin
has been involved, particularly during the
past two vears. Such an expectation wonld
have been utterly unreasonable, in view of
the disastrous fall in the prices of our pri-
mary products=—a position of affairs which
no one conld have anticipated a few vears
ago. I have no desire to detain the House
at this hour, but it is meumbent upon me to
say how mueh 1 appreciate what has been
accomplished during the past vear, bearing
in mind that we were evolvine from the
most sertous trouble Western Australia has
ever known. The finaneial portion of the
Speech, though it discloses a serious aspect
in s0 large a defieit, must he considered in
the light of the unexpected calls made upon
the Government by the unemployment diffi-
culty and the unforeseen rize in exchange.
Therefore T regard the position as, on the
whole, not too hnd. Tt is expected that the
deficits which have accumulated during re-
cent vears will soon cease. Wo are promised,
and it is expected, that the Government will
exercise every possible economy, so that next
vear’s Budget may show a greatly improved
position. One cannot overlook the fact that
the State's commitments and responsibilities
are mounting up. Althiongh, in the eireum-
stances, we do not complain of going hehind
to a reasonahle extent, it must not be for-
cotten that interest and deficits have accumn-
lated from vear to vear; nor must it be over-
locked that our pepulation iz not inereasing,
and that therefore our per ecapita in-
debtedness {s mounting up correspondingly.
Whether the State ean afford this, remains
for the future to prove. We as a Parliament
are hound to keep the expenditure within
reagsonable limits. Surely we shounld profit
from this cxperience of accumulations of
debt contracted in good times, and surely we
should not again be eulled upon to face such
a finan¢ial position as that of to-day, having
to provide large interest commitments in
vacuo. We have much to thank the Loan
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Couneil for. Indeed, it is a pity that such
an institution was not established earlier in
our political history. I shall not say much
more about the Premiers’ Plan, except to
express the hope that Western Austrabia will
not suffer as the result of being committed
to the Financial Agreement. I trust we may
expect to receive reasonable consideration
and fair treatment from the otber States
and from the Federal Government. TUn-
questionably the Plan is to be given ecredit
for the improvement in our stocks. It is
indeed gratifying to know that during the
last few weeks such a malerial inerease has
oceurred in the prices of Australinn stocks.
This must be regarded as a great relief, and
as pointing to a general recovery in other
directions. It is also pleasing to know that
our Premier has succeeded in arranging for
increased assistance, by way of disabilities
grant, to the extent of £200,000. In view of
all the difficnlties that faced us in 1930, Qiffi-
eulties from which we have not yet escaped
altogether, it is pleasing to know that our
exports have been so largely supplemented
by primary production—production under
very grave difficulties. It is not to be for-
gotten that during the year 1930 it was ex-
tremely difficult for the primary produecer
to arrange finance for the putting-in of his
crop. Although the last harvest showed some
decrease on the record of 53,000,000 hushels
for the previous year, our total exports for
last year amounted to £18,000,000, showing
an exeess of £8,000,000 over imports. That
faect speaks well for the activities of the
primary producers. In view of the speecial
difliculties encouniered, such production
constitutes a high tribute to the pri-
mary producers. Exchange has materially
helped them, and I am glad to know that
it is to be maintained at 25 per cent.
Without this, our primary producers would
be receiving about Sd. per bushel less for
their wheat, and about 2d. per lb. less for
their wool. It is also most pleasing to
know that in primary production this
State has shown snhstantial increases in
varioud directions. I may mention the in-
creases in dairyving and fruit growing, which
helped us materially during the trying per-
iod of the past 12 months. Again, it is grari-
fving to know that the goldmining industry
shows considerably increased development.
The agriculturists welcome this, beecause as
agricnlturists they know what they owe to
the goldmining industry, and especially what
they owed to it in the early days of agricul-

[13]
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tural development. e ¢an only houpe that
with Government assistance and encourage-
ment the goldmining industry will eontinne
to expand, and that it will afford greater
employment than it has afforded for many
years past. Land development has been slow,
and this is greatly to be regretted. A re-
vival must he anticipated if the State is to
make headway in the production of wealth
from owr lands. I am afraid that, during
the debate on the Supply Bill, and so far
in the debate on the Address-in-reply, a
somewhat morbid view has heen taken of
the future of the agricultural industry. Al-
though we realise that the position is ser-
ions, and that mony of our primary pro-
ducers are passing through a most {rying
period—their assets dwindling and their
equities in their properties receding—still
there are good grounds for hope. T do not
overlook the fact that many primary pro-
ducers have had to call upon reserves to
meef the most trving position they have ever
experienced, but in wmy opinion there is
every hope of early improvement. Prices
have increased slightly over those of the past
yvear, This fact, in conjunetion with the ex-
change. is encouraging, although the wheat
price of to-day is not payable, even with
exehange added owing to high costs of pro-
duction. Tt is hoped, however, that with
cvery possible economy, and with Gov-
crnment assistanee towards reduction of pro-
ducing costs, the wheai farmers will be able
to see daylight. Further, it is hoped that
the same opportunity of recovery will he
afforded to the wool industry. We know
that to-day there is much suffering among
those engaged in the wool industry, espec-
ially the small growers with few sidelines to
supplement their incomes. I am indeed glad
that during the past few weeks a special
cominittee appointed by the Federal Gov-
ernment has been going into the whole ques-
tion of the wool industry. This'is an indus-
try which has received but seant considera-
tion from Parliaments in the past. It is
to-day the only primary industry of any
note that has not received from the Federal
Government due consideration by way of
honus. 1 hope that such consideration will
be granted by the Commonwealth as a result
of the speecial committee’s investigations of
the unfortunate position of the industry.
Some assistance should result, so as to put
the induztry on a sound footing. TIf it is
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necessary to erant a bonus, I see no reazon
why the wool industry shenld not reeeive
stmilar consideration to that received by the
wheat industry and so long enjoved by the
sugar industry, quite apart from other in-
dustries that are not natural to Australia—
for instance, the cotton indmstry. As re-
gards the farmer’s difficulties, great disap-
pointment has been cxpressed in the farm-
g districts over the delay in calling Parlia-
ment together. A little while ago the posi-
tion was so serions that many of our whenat
growers and many of our woeolgrowers who
were feeling the acnteness of their finaneind
difficulties, had hoped that the Government
wounld call Parliament together at an early
date, so that those difficulties could be fully
discussed. I am glad to say, however, that
the position is now somewhat easier than it
was four or six months ago. I ean only hope
that after the Address-in-reply has heen dis-
posed of, and the Government are ready te
deal with new legislation, the farmer’s special
difficulties will not be forgotten. During the
past few menths 1 have had an opportunity
of investigating the Government assistance
granted in other States whose farmers have
diffienlties similar to those experienced by
our agriculturists. Y can only hope that
further assistance will be given here in the
direction of extending the Act relating to far-
mers’ dehts, so as to bring it more into line
with the measure which has proved so highly
beneficial to South Australian [armers. Last
session I spoke at some length on that as-
pect, and I have no desire to re-
traverse the same ground. The South
Australian farmer encountered difficuities
earlier than did our farmer. He ex-
perienced a drought extending over five o
six vears, and following upon the dronzht
came last year’s low priecs.  Thus Scuth
Australian farmers were placed in a posi-
tion almost identical with that in  whick
many Wostern Australian  farmers have
found themselves. We are, naturally, grate-
ful for the protection given in the past by
our Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Aect; but in
my opinion it will be necessary to extend
this legislation in order to meet the special
circumstances of the farmer who, having
been able to obtain a slay order, has been
carried on, under the existing Act, by the
Mireetor of Debt Adjustments. That official
has earried out his work extremely well, and
has afforded great assistance to farmers in

[ASSEMBLY.]

difficulties. But the velief has been of a
merely temporary character: It seems to me
unfortunate that so many of our farmers,
while able to meet current eommitments as
a result of the passage of the legislation
I have referred to, find themselves unable
to pay anything off their debts that have
accumulated during the past few years. If
we are to get the best results from our prim-
ary industries, they must be placed on the
firmest and surest foundation possible,
While the acewmulated debts—partienlarly
those ineurred in 1930, when the farmers
could meet but a fraction of their liabilities
—remain unpaid, it will he necessary for
the State to find additional money to afford
the men on the land further relief, and also
to provide means by which the farmers will
be able to secure the benefit of alleviating
legislation. That was done in South Aus-
tralia, where last year 4,267 farmers applied
to be placed under the provisions of the
Farmers’ Relief Act. The applications
granted fotalled 3,459 and the total area
concerned in those applications ‘was
1,600,000 acres. The South Australian Aect
comprises two parts, the first of which makes
provision for farmers heing financed on cer-
tificates by banks, merchants and others.
Under that part of the Act, £152,000 was
granted. Under Part IL. of the Acet—under
which the financing is done by the Gov-
ernment on lines somewhat similar to those
of our own Agricultural Bank—£402,000
wasg advanced, making a fotal amount of
£354,000 advanced for the assistance of
farmers. Repavments under Part I. of
the Act represented £134,000 and under
Part 1I., £348,000, or a iotal of £482,000.
It is estimated that there will be a further
£25,000 to be received from certificate
holders and others. The disposal of pro-
ceeds and the sale of crops resulied in a
return of £1,104,187, leaving a balanee of
over £500,000 to be distributed to creditors
ofther than those whe provided for putting
in and taking off the crops. That sum was
available for distribution amongst prefer-
ential ereditors and for the payment of in-
terest due to banks and others. Those figures
ore illuminating, and encourage us to im-
press upon the Government the necessity
for extending the operations of the Farmers'
Debts Adjustment Act or to introduce legis-
lation similar to that of South Australia.

The Minister for Lands: But in Westemn
Australia we did better than was zecom-
plished in South Australia. Our farmers



[31 Avcrst, 1932.]

were more free, our vield was higher, and
our total yield was greater.

Mr, PIESSE: T will noi deny that good
results have been obtained under the opera-
tions of the Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Act
in Western Australia, but the Minister must
admit that the industry is in a serious posi-
tion. When we consider that so many of the
Agricuitural Bank elients have not been ahle
to mwel more than curreni liabilities, the
seriousness of the position must be appre-
ciaied. It is admiited by every represenca-
tive of an agriculiural distriet that some-
thing must be done soan to rehabilitate the
industry and to place farmers in a position
to 1ect nol only current liabilities but acen-
mulated debts within a reasonable time,

Mr. Doney: You do not suggest that the
position here is not better than in South
Australia? .

Mr. PTESSE: The figures I have gquoted
speak for themselves,

Mr. Doney: I am surprised to hear you
say that.

Mr. PIESSE: They afford encouragement
for the Ctovernment to recondition, at the
carliest possible opportunity, many of the
acconnts of Agricultural Bank elients. I
do not know the pereentage of farmers who
are not in a position fo make arrangements
for nceting outstanding interest liabilities,
or to arrive at a satisfactory arrangement
with creditors apart from the Agrienltural
BGank, but T am told it is high. Unless some-
thing is done soon, we shall have a repeti-
lion of the eonditions that obtained under
the Tndusirire Assistance Board, conditions
that should not have been allowed te con-
tinue indefinitelyv. When times were pros-
perous, many of the acecounts counld have
heent finalised satisfactorily. But there is
still cutstanding about £1,500,000, respecting
debts mostly contracted 10 or 12 years ago.
Such a result does not speak well for
the husiness methods of the Agrieultural
Bank. Those nceounts should not have heen
permitted to remain in such an unsatisfae-
tory state for so long. FEarly consideration
should he given to the position and T hope
we shall hear from the Government before
the end of the session as to the position of
the Agrieuitural Bank itself. Notwithstand-
ing the splendid work performed by those
responsible for the management of the bank,
particularly the managing trustee and his
depniy, some action =hould be taken along
those lines. Ar. MceLarty is held in the
highest esteem for the wonderful work ke
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has carried out. His has been a life’s work,
carried out in the best interests of the coun-
{ry, of the farmers, and of the bank. Never-
theless, we eannot overlook the fact that the
affairs of the bank, especially with regard
to outstanding liabilities, is far from satis-

factory. Conditions have certainly altered,
and greater responsibility has been forced
upon Mr. MecLarty and his officers
than was ever intended. There was
the finsco with regard to the losses
on wroup settlement.  There was the

soldier settlement scheme and also the 3,500
farms scheme. Fach scheme was experimen-
(al, and the responsibility for suecess must
iargely rest upon Mr. McLarty and his co-
trustees, and officers. The recommendation:
of the Royal Commission regarding the
Agriculturai Bank should he considered as
scon as possible, and if a proper investiga-
tion is made I am sure it will be pos-
sible te place the institution " on a
Letter basis. We know that many of the
accounts are causing the bank authorities
sexiety, and, in eonsequence, eviction notices
kave Dbeen served upon some farmers. I
do not say the authorities have not been jus-
tified in that course, for I have every confi-
denre in the managzement, but the time has
arriverdd when we should have regard to the
special ecircumstances surrounding agrieul-
tural settlement in this State. As the Gov-
croment saw fit to protect people against the
foreclosure by private mortgagees, they
should be consistent and not allow
the tenants of the Agricultural Bank
to be evieted unless for very good
reason. I hope that even in the
worst cuses, foreed evictions will not be
necessary. We have fo take action nowa-
dayvs that we would not have dreamed of
formerly, but in view of special happenings
I trust that we shall not get down to the
position when it will be said that the bank,
with the knowledge of the Government, had
put people off their holdings. I trust the
Premier will assure us that the Government
will make a full inquiry into each case be-
fore cvietions are permitted. Otherwise we
may have to move in this Honse to secure
the necessary investization. Much kas been
properiy said regarding the appalling posi-
tion respecting unemployment. Every member
must regret the unfortunate situation, and T
am sure all recognise the special difficnlties
confronting the Government in finding
work or sustenance for the unemploved.
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We remember what came about in 1930.
Before we knew where we were, the people
were thrown out of employment and many
public servants were retrenched, including
bundreds from the Railway Department. In
private employment everybody did all that
was possible to meet the situation. We have
oceasion to be proud of the efforts put for-
ward by the business people in every indus-
try fo keep employment going, but in the
altered conditions it was impossible to keep
everybody emploved. Members on both
sides of the House must realise the special
difficulties. I am sure no member of Par-
liament has gone one day without having
that trouble on his mind and without putting
forward his best endesvours to discover a
way in which to help the Government im-
prove the position. I was very sorry to hear
so much critiecism of the department dealing
with unemployment, for nobody knows bet-
ter than do members of Parliament the
special difficulties eonfronting those who are
endeavouring to find employment for the
thousands out of work. I am sorrv that
trouble should have arisen in regard to the
clearing work near Mount Barker. It was
unfortunate that in the early stages of that
work, which we had all regarded as repro-
ductive work, unforeseen difficulties should
have eropped up. It seems that all the diffi-
culties that could be found were put forward
by those who were not particularly anx-
ious for work, and who seemed to have
noe incentive to help the Government in
their unfortunate position. I ean only hope
the Government will give close consideration
to sending info the distriet only those men
who are suitable for that class of work., I
will admit that, possibly, sufficient precau-
tion was not taken in attending to the details
of receiving the men upon arrival, and pro-
viding for their comfort in the extremely
wet weather that prevailed. To have to
erect wet tents on wet ground in very wet
weather no doubt would dampen the
ardour of the men when they got there.
Tndoubtedly there were diffieulties put in
the way of the men starting work, and
I can only hope those difficulties will
he gunarded against in future and that we
shall not have a repetition of what happened
at Mount Barker during last week. It
ie idle for the men at present on sustenance
work to look for anything like full wages.
It is a question of funds, and if the money
will not go far enough to employ the men
full time, the Government can only do the
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next best thing. I was informed to-day that
of the 150 men on the work at present, all
except six or seven had been able to make
in two days their pay of 23s. 3d. Only very
few of them have failed to do so. No officer
in charge of Government work would expeet
men to work for nothing. It was absurd
that the men shounld have left the job without
any effort to prove what they eould do, even
if they succeeded in making only a few
shillings per day for a start. T am swre
there was no intention on the part of those
in charge of the men that those men should
work and not be able to make a reasonable
wage. I hope there will not be any further
tronble there, and that the Government will
be fully suceessful in the work they have
embarked upon. The Government wouid be
well advised to appoint a board of competent
persons with a thorough knowledge of the
value of clearing. The Government’s activi-
ties in the direection of clearing new lands
ave likely to be extended, for it seetns to me
to be the only reproductive work that can be
carried out by sustenanee workers. Notwith-
standing the good work put in by the un-
employment board, I think that board should
be assisted by some local persons who would
be competent to judge of the value of the
work being ecarried out. T will not detain
the House any longer, for I shall have an
opportunity later to deal with other matters
I had intended to toueh upon to-night. I
hope the result of the deliberations of this
House during the present session will help
forward the prosperity of every person in
the State. [ trust that with the prospect of
a good harvest and of improved prices for
our primary products in the world’s mar-
kets, the Government, at the end of the
present financial year, will be able to put
forward a much more satisfactory Budget,
and that our people will be happier and more
~ontended, and that the State will get back
to a full measure of prosperity,

MR. BARNARD (Sussex) {10.8]: In the
first place I should like to congratulate the
Government on the way in which they have
carried out the work of the country during
their term of office.

Ar. Sleeman: You are easily pleased.

Mr. BARNARD: It is just as well, per-
haps. T think good work has been done.
Quite a lot has been said about unemploy-
ment, and certainly we all deplore the extent
to which unemployment has grown in this
State. No member on the Opposition side
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could be more sympathetic with the anem-
ployed than are members om this side, and
certainly no Government would wish to see
an army of uneniployed in the State. Al-
though during this debate members of the
Opposition have shown a great deal of
sympathy with the unemployed, they have
uttered no words of sympathy for the men
on the land who are not working part-time,
but are working full-time and getting prae-
tically nothing for their labours.

Hon, P, Collier: T mentioned that.

Mr. BARNARD: Those perople are worse
oft than ave the men who are working part-
time and are heing paid for it

Hon, P. Collier: I dealt very fully with
that.

Mr. BARNARD: A majority of the
speakers opposite have referred only to the
unemployed, partienlarly in the metropoli-
tan area. I think the Govetnment have done
remarkably well to keep the unemploved as
they bhave done. That is manifested by the
way in which the unemployed themselves
have behaved in the country.

Mr. Kenneally: Sixty miles away and on
25s. 2d. a week!

Mr. Coverley: They are put in the bush,
where they cannot demonstrate.

AMr. BARNARD: I dare say that between
now and March next there will he a few
more demonstrations, hut they are only to

be expected.
Mr, Panton: Why March next?

Hon., P. Collier: That will be the swan

song of the member for Sussex.

Mr. BARNARD: It seems to me that
many members give their swan songs on the
Address-in-reply immediately preceding a
reneral election.

Mr, Panton: Why bring that up?

Mr. BARNARD: The hon. member
hrought it up last night. Jest of the
speeches are made for “Hansard” and not
tor the good of the country generally,

Mr. Coveriev: Then why go on?

Hon, P. Collier: You had hetter sit down.
Nobody reads “Hansard.”

Mr. BARNARD: T have heard members
opposite say they would speak even if there
was no one but “Hansard” to hear them, he-
cause their speeches would be reeorded,
Members opposite are no respeeters of costs
when it comes to printing their speeches.
One matter to which 1 wish to refer is the
Royal Commission on dairy farming in the
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South-West, which I was instrumental in
getting appointed.

Hon. P. Collier: Quite accidentally., You
remember how angry the Premier was when
he eame into the House and found that the
motion had been carried.

Mr. BARNARD: The leader of the Op-
position, when speaking the other evening,
asked the Premier what he was going to do
ahout the report of the Royal Commission.
I hope the Government will take more notice
of it than the Collier Government took of a
report supplied by a Royal Commission ap-
pointed by them.

The Minister for Works:
long debate on it.

Mr. BARNARD: Members of the pre-
vious commission say that if the Govern-
ment had taken notice of their recommenda-
tions, millions of pounds would have heen
saved to the country.

Hon. P. Collier: Who said that?

Mr. BARNARD: Members of the eommis-
sion.

Hon. P. Collier: Bul who?

Mr. BARNARD: T agree with them.

Hon. P. Collier: Tell us who they were.

Mr. BARNARD: The hon. member ap-
pointed them.

Hon. P. Collier: But who said that?

Mr. BARNARD: Members of the commis-
sion.

Hon. P. Collier: Who were the members
of the commission?

Mr. BARNARD: The hon. member knows
them. No notice was taken of their report,
but the Government went on spending and
wasting millions of pounds. There is no
denying that fact. Later on a hoard were
appointed to re-value the properties, and
write down the valuations.

Hon. P. Collier: You were wise after the
event.

Mr. BARNARD: Evervone was wise then
becaunse the money had been wasted. Every-
one in my part of the eountry could see that
the money was being wasted.

Hon. P. Collier: IMd you say so in the
Housze!

Mr. BARNARD: Yes. The values were
written down and it has heen shown many
times that much money was wasted. How-
ever, that is past. The latest Royal Comn-
mission was charged to inguire what could
be done to put the group seitlers on a
proper basis. The report has not been dis-

There was a
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cussed to any extent during this debate.
Dissatisfaction has heen ereated by the re-
port in different areas visited by the com-
mission. I have a statement covering 18 or
20 pages of criticism from Pemberton. It
contains not one word in favour of anythinz
the commission recommended. Numbers of
settlers in my distriet say that if the re-
commendations were given effect to, they
would bLe able to carry on satisfactorily.
Others again differ. Consequently it is hard
to determine who are right. However, the
settlers are in a very difficult position and
must be helped. Men are being evicted from
their holdings beecause they are unable to
pay their interest. It is impossible at pre-
sent for quite a number of settlers to pay
interest on the valuations placed on their
properties. When the valuations were made,
butter f£at was bringing 1s. 6d. or 1s. 8d.
per Tb. and pigs were worth from 6d. to
8d. per Ib. To-day hutter fat is bringing
only . about 1s, sometimes 114, and pigs
are worth practically nothing. When ths
valuations were made it was considered that
if a man had 15 cows he would be able to
pay his interest, but not on fewer than
15 cows. To-day a man with 10 or 12 cows
is expected to pay his interest and maintain
his wife and family. That is quite impos-
sible. T am satisfied that if the prices ruling
a. few vears ago were obfainable to-day,
practically 50 per cent. of the settlers would
be able to pay quite a lot, if not the whole
of their interest. Low prices are ruining
the settlers.
authorities will not be too free in issving
their evigtion notices, but will give the set-
tlers a certain amount of consideration. [i
has been admitted that some of the settlers
will never make farmers; it is said that
other employment should be found for them.
Unfortunately other employment is not to
bhe found at present.

Mr. Panton: What is the use of evieting
them; they will only have to be put on sus-
tenance?

Mr. BARNARD: I was surprised at the
statement of the member for Bunbury (Mr.
Withers) that fwo of the commissioners,
Messrs. Forrest and Brockman, had had no
experience of dairying. I do not know much
about Mr. Forrest’s knowledge of dairying,
but I know that he has spent most of his
life on the land and has earned his living
from the land.

Mr. Withers: From sheep.

I hope the Agricultural Bank.
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Mr. BARNARD: Bot I koow that Mr.
Broekman has been engaged in dairying for
the whole of his life and that he is
at present milking over 100 eows. If
he does not know anything about dairying,
I am sure the member for Bunbury can-
not fteach him. On the other hand, My,
Brockman eould give him some usefal advice.
I hope we shall have an vpportunity later
of debating this matter, and that some good
will come out of it. When a setiler receives
an eviction notice, he should he told why he
is being evicted. If there arve reusons other
than the non-payment of interest, he should
be given an opportunity to state his side of
the question hefore the local manager of the
hanl, or the chief inspector who has recently
heen appointed.

My, Wansbrough: He knows a lot about
it!

Mr. BARNARD: The Royal Cominission
recommended thut a eowmissioner should be
appointed. The hank has appointed a chief
inspector, and I take it he will fill that posi-
tion.

Hon. . Collier: Who appointed him?

Mr. BARNARD: T do not know.

Hon. P, Cotlier: Was it the bank?

Mr. BARNARD: Perhaps it was.

Hon, 1", Collier: T think you are ill-
informed.
My, BARNARD: I have not been in-

formed af all.

Hon. P. Collier: The Government have
appointed him, and not the bank officials.

Mr. BARNARD: In the early days of
gron settlement the principal item was the
¢learing of the land. To-day the sctilers have
hig areas put down in pasture, but are un-
uble to fop-dress those areas, or to carry
the number of stock they should be earrying.
Unless they receive further assistance, either
in the wmatter of top-dressing, or in other
respects, they ecannot carry sufficient cattle
to ennble them to pay their interest hills.
Many people in such cirenmstances will leave
their holdings. The member for Nelson stated
that in a year or two none of the scttlers
would he left. T am satisfied that many will
remain and do well, long affer the member
for Nelson and T cease to he here. We have
to think of the present day. If something is
rot done quickly and if consideration is not
given to the settlers, they are poing to
experience a worse time than some of
the unemployed in Perth. There is one way
in whieh the Government could spend money
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with advantage. I refer io Cave House
which was partly demolished by fire. That
Luilding should be re-erected, when it would
produce revenue for the Government and be
the means of employing a eertain amount of
labour.

Mr. Slecrnan: Why do not the Govern-
ment use the insurance money?

Hon. P, Collier: As soon as they finish
Yanehep that work will be done.

Mr. BARNARD: Quite a lot of money
has heen spent there, while Cave House has
heen neglected. [ hope if the Government
do decide to rebuild that establishment they
will ent out the clause which compels a con-
tractor to employ sustenance labourers. Al-
though it is desirable that work shonid be
ziven to sustenance people, the elause oper-
ates very harshly in other directions, A
contractor is not allowed to employ his own
son, although the lad may be out of work.
In my district there is 2 man who has a son,
and a nephew he has kept from boyhood.
Becanse of this clanse he is not allowed to
employ either of those young fellows on the
small contract he has secured.

Mr. Kenneally: There will be room for
yau over here yet.

AMr, BARNARD: T do not think the hon,
member would cave to have me. A lot has
heen said by two members about the timber
industry. I am sorry the member for Neal-
gon is not here fo-night, for we might have
had a little eross fire and have had things
livened up. A certain amount of reforesta-
tion iz going on in my electorate. Timbsr
is being eut down on some good land, which
should he nsed for something besides the
growing of pines. I agree that some timber
should be protected, hut the nse of that com-
modity seems to he going out. Most of tho
modern huildings are heing erected without
timber, except when if is used for scaffold
poles.

AMiss Holman: Do you ever see the floors
of huildings?

AMr. BARNARD: Some of them are of
cement.

Miss Holman: Have von seen the par-
nuetry floors, say, of the Eeconomie, and
have you seen any furniture in the shops?

Mr. BARNARD: I am referring to mod-
ern buildings. Sometimes in the heart of a
forest one will see cement structures instead
of wooden ones. Where timber iz plentiful
it should he used for all bridges, culverts
and drains. Reference has been made to

.put up with many disabilities.
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sehools. In my distriet, which is a wet one,
many of the sehool huildings do not include
shetter sheds. Between 30 and 40 children
at lunch time or at play time have no place
to go for shelter. Something should be done
to make good that defictency. Local residents
have offered to build shelters if they are sup-
plied with the timber, but owing to lack of
funds apparently even that eannot he done.
No doubt money is short, and we have to
I hope that
later on money will he available for these
neeessary works, I trust that effect will be
ziven to the report of the Royal Commission
on group settlement, and that the same con-
sideration will be given to those who are on
the land as is extended to the unemployed.
Reference has been made to the importance
of the goldmining industry to Western Aus-
tralia, to the number of persons employed
in it, and to the need for developing it in
every possible way. I know that at one time
gold practically saved Western Australia,
and helped to save other portions of the
Commonwealth, Now it is to receive a cer-
tain amount of consideration. I think we
should not neglect what will eventually prove
te be absolutely the backbone of Western
Australia, and that is the farming industry.

On motion by Mr. Coverley, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.31 p.m.

Legislative RAssembly,
Thursday, 1st Septewmber, 1932,
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The SPEARKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read pravers.

QUESTION—HARBOURS, DREDGING.

Mr. DONEY asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What was the average annual
cost over the past ten financial vears of



